
The

Berean Searchlight
Studying God’s Word, Rightly Divided June 2006



INSIDE THIS ISSUE	 June 2006

The Purpose of the Berean Bible Society is to help you understand and enjoy the Bible.  The 
Mission of BBS is to exalt the Lord Jesus Christ by proclaiming the whole counsel of God 
according to the revelation of the Mystery.  Our Goals are to evangelize the lost, to educate 
the saved in “rightly dividing the Word of truth” (II Tim. 2:15), to energize their Christian 
lives, and to encourage the local church.

The Berean Searchlight is the official organ of the Berean Bible Society,
and is sent free of charge to any who request it.

Editor: Paul M. Sadler; Assistant Editor: Ricky L. Kurth
Composition and Layout: Kevin J. Sadler

Printing: United Press Inc., Elk Grove Village, IL

Questions, comments, orders?  You can reach us at:

Berean Bible Society
N112 W17761 Mequon Road

PO Box 756
Germantown, WI 53022

		  Main Office: 	 (262) 255-4750
		  Fax Number:	(262) 255-4195

Internet: www.bereanbiblesociety.org
E-mail: berean@execpc.com

Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., CST

The Berean Searchlight (ISSN 0005-8890), June 2006.  Vol. 67, Number 4.
The Berean Searchlight is published monthly (except July) at no subscription price, by Berean 
Bible Society, N112 W17761 Mequon Rd., PO Box 756, Germantown, WI 53022-0756.  Second-
class postage paid at Germantown, WI.  POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Berean 
Searchlight, N112 W17761 Mequon Rd., PO Box 756, Germantown, WI 53022-0756.

Feature Articles
Studies in the Epistle of James—James 5:9-20
	 Pastor Paul M. Sadler...........................................   5
True Spirituality and God’s Will for Our Lives
	 Pastor Cornelius R. Stam.....................................11
Man Alive! (Cont.)
	 Pastor Ricky Kurth...............................................17

Departments
Berean Bible Fellowship Conference.......................   4
Question Box.............................................................16
Connecticut Grace Bible Conference........................23
From Our Mailbag....................................................26
The BBI Byline..........................................................29
News and Announcements.......................................30



June 2006 �

From the
Editor to You:
Dearly Beloved,

We like to take the opportunity whenever 
possible to distinguish between the Berean Bible 
Society and the Berean Bible Fellowship, seeing 

that we are frequently confused with one another.  The Berean Bible 
Society (BBS) is headquartered just outside of Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
and is primarily a literature based ministry, helping believers under-
stand and enjoy the Bible through the printed page.  The Berean Bible 
Fellowship (BBF) is a national conference ministry of Grace Speakers 
headquartered in Evansville, Indiana.  Both organizations are gov-
erned by two entirely different Boards.  We are, however, united in the 
same purpose, which is to “make all men see what is the fellowship 
of the Mystery.”

For those who have never attended an annual Berean Bible Fellow-
ship Conference, on behalf of BBF, we would like to invite you to attend 
this year.  We promise you will have a wonderful time of fellowship 
with those of like-precious faith.

Once again, the conference will be held at the beautiful Cedar Lake 
Conference Center located in Cedar Lake, Indiana, just one hour south-
east of Chicago.  If you haven’t attended the Cedar Lake Conference 
for a number of years you will be amazed at all of the improvements 
that have been made to the grounds.  In addition to a new cafeteria/
activity center, the Torrey Hall has been completely renovated, with 
air conditioning!

Over 30 Grace pastors and Bible teachers from around the country 
will be in attendance to minister the Word, rightly divided.  And if you 
are searching for sound Grace Literature, this is the place to come.  
Various Grace Ministries will be represented at the conference offering 
Grace books and booklets, Grace Sunday School Curriculum, Mission-
ary presentations, Grace Lessons on DVD, Electronic Libraries, Grace 
Music CDs, etc.  It’s one stop shopping!

While the facilities at Cedar Lake fill up quickly this time of the 
year, there are plenty of motels within reasonable driving distance.  
If you are unable to attend the entire week, plan to at least join us 
for the weekend.  For additional information or to receive a brochure, 
please see page 4.  Hope to see you there!

		  Yours in His service,

		  Paul M. Sadler, President



Cedar Lake Conference Center is located in the town of Cedar 
Lake, in northwest Indiana, twenty miles south of Chicago.

By Auto: US 41 to Cedar Lake, Indiana:

	 •	At the traffic signal in Cedar Lake, turn east on 133rd Ave.  
		3  /4 mile to the traffic signal at Parrish.

	 	•	Right on Parrish for 1/2 mile to 137th Ave.

	 	•	Left on 137th Ave. for 1/2 mile to the  
	 		 Conference grounds.  Enter at the South  
	 		 Gate for parking and registration.

	 		 If traveling by air into Chicago’s O’Hare  
	 		 or Midway airports, call the Conference  
	 		 Center to arrange pickup.

	 Location:	Cedar Lake Conference Center
		  Cedar Lake, Indiana

	 Dates:	 June 17-22, 2006

	 Theme:	 Christ Our Sufficiency (II Cor. 1-7)

Daily Exposition Hour: Pastor Paul M. Sadler

Guest Speakers from around the country will be 
present to proclaim the riches of God’s grace!

Music Directors: Mr. & Mrs. Jim Wade

At the Piano: Mrs. Virginia Shriver

	 Accommodations: BBF recommends that reservations be 
made early, although accommodations are often available for 
latecomers.  For reservations, write or phone: Cedar Lake Confer-
ence Center, Reservations Manager, PO Box 665, Cedar Lake, IN  
46303, or phone: (219) 374-5941.

	 Facilities for travel trailers, motor homes, and tent camping 
include electric/water hook-ups, dump station, showers, etc.

For more information or to receive a brochure, please contact:

Pastor Floyd Baker at (812) 490-4156 or
Berean Bible Society at (262) 255-4750

38th Annual 
Berean Bible 
Fellowship 
Conference



“Grudge not one against  
another, brethren, lest ye be con- 
demned: behold, the judge stand-
eth before the door.”

—James 5:9

THE PERIL OF CRITICISM
As James closes his epistle he 

delivers a number of practical 
exhortations for his readers to 
follow.  These instructions were 
given in view of the Lord’s return 
to establish His kingdom, at which 
time He will judge the living and 
the dead.  James was obviously 
concerned that the trouble these 
saints were enduring might cause 
them to become impatient with 
one another.  This, of course, would 
only serve to further Satan’s goal 
to cause dissension among the 
brethren.  Sadly, there are some 
believers who unwittingly aid and 
abet the enemy in his purpose by 
their less-than-godly behavior.  In 
fact, it seems as though this may 
have already become a problem 
within the kingdom church, which 
prompted James to write:

“Grudge not one against anoth-
er.”  Essentially the warning was: 
don’t murmur, complain, criticize, 

or find fault with one another.  To 
do so would grieve the heart of God.   
Furthermore, James adds, “lest 
ye be condemned,” which in this 
context does not refer to eternal 
damnation, but to be judged with 
the implication of suffering loss.

Contrary to popular opinion, 
“criticism” isn’t one of the gifts 
of the Spirit.  Those who have a 
critical spirit usually have serious 
shortcomings of their own they are 
attempting to conceal.  By criticiz-
ing others they effectively deflect 
attention away from themselves.  
The one who complains the most is 
normally doing the least to further 
the cause of Christ.  Sometimes 
murmurers are those who find 
fault with others so they can place 
themselves in a position where 
they can assume the authority 
that rightfully belongs to another.  
The history of Israel bears this out 
with many such examples.

You will recall the time re-
corded in Numbers Chapter 16 
when Korah, Dathan, and Abiram 
withstood Moses and Aaron.  They 
brazenly confronted Moses with 
these words, “Ye take too much 
upon you.”  Essentially they were 
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saying: Who do you think you are?  
We have two-hundred and fifty 
princes in the congregation who 
are far more capable and eloquent 
than you’ll ever be, Moses!  And you 
know, they were probably right, but 
God had not called these princes 
to be the Deliverer of Israel, He 
called Moses!  Those who found 
fault with Moses’ manner of speech 
and criticized his leadership found 
themselves opposing the will of 
God.  Consequently, God was dis-
pleased with these murmurers and 
judged them accordingly (Num. 
16:31-35).  Little wonder James 
warned his hearers “murmur not” 
one against another, for it was dis-
pleasing to God and had serious 
consequences.

EXAMPLES OF PATIENCE
“Take, my brethren, the proph-

ets, who have spoken in the name 
of the Lord, for an example of suf-
fering affliction, and of patience” 
(James 5:10).

We all have encountered ad-
versity in one form or another.  It 
may be the loss of a job, a financial 
reversal, the loss of a loved one, or 
poor health.  Sometimes we suffer 
for standing for the truth.  What-
ever we are called upon to endure, 
the trials of those who have gone 
before us serve as examples of 
suffering and patience, which 
were written for our learning and 
admonition.

The prophets of old suffered un- 
speakable injustices at the hands 
of evil men, yet they patiently 
endured one affliction after an-
other.  Jeremiah warned Judah 
to surrender to Babylon or they 
would perish at the edge of the 
sword, famine, and pestilence.  But 
the princes in Jerusalem spoke 

against Jeremiah, informing King 
Zedekiah that the hands of the 
men of war who were left to defend 
the city were weakened by the 
prophet’s warning.  They, there-
fore, demanded that Jeremiah be 
put to death, to which the king con-
sented.  So they took the prophet 
and lowered him with cords into 
the dungeon at Malchiah where he 
sunk in the mire.  This was a sure 
death sentence which Jeremiah 
patiently endured.

Surely God is merciful to those 
who are willing to speak in His 
name.  Ebed-melech, the Ethio-
pian, knew that without food and  
water Jeremiah would not live long, 
so he interceded on the prophet’s 
behalf.  He requested that the king 
allow him to hoist Jeremiah out of 
the miry clay.  Fearing the Lord, 
the king granted his appeal, but 
Jeremiah remained in the court 
of prison until the day the King of 
Babylon destroyed the city, as the 
prophet had predicted.  The Lord 
graciously delivered His spokes-
man from death (Jer. 38:1-28).

James desired that his hear-
ers follow in the footsteps of the 
prophets, like Jeremiah, who were 
patient in the face of adversity.  He 
prayed they would be strengthened 
by their example to endure unto 
the end.  The apostle reminds them 
that the Lord’s coming was near; in 
fact, He was standing at the door 
as the Judge of all the earth pre-
pared to deliver them from their 
enemies.  We now know, of course, 
that with the casting away of Israel 
this promise will be fulfilled in the 
future day of the Lord.

“Behold, we count them happy 
which endure.  Ye have heard of 
the patience of Job, and have 
seen the end of the Lord; that the 
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Lord is very pitiful, and of tender 
mercy” (James 5:11).

James was so concerned that 
these saints were going to lose 
heart, that the apostle appeals 
to the patriarch Job as another 
example of patience, hoping to bol-
ster their faith.  It is believed that 
the Book of Job is the earliest book 
of the Bible, written long before 
Moses wrote the Pentateuch (first 
five books).  The Book of Job has 
been called “A Journal of Affliction” 
wherein is recorded the story of 
the patriarch’s life and times.

Job was a very wealthy man 
who glorified God with all that he 
possessed, but he lost all that he 
owned at the hand of Satan.  On 
the heels of this tragedy he lost his 
greatest possession of all—his chil-
dren!  The patriarch was a family 
priest who faithfully ministered to 
the spiritual needs of his children, 
but now they, too, were taken from 
him.  Covered with boils from the 
crown of his head to the sole of his 
foot, even his health was touched, 
which left him in excruciating pain.  
Job lived a righteous life, yet one 
calamity after another stalked him 
like a mountain lion that stalks 
its prey.

To add insult to injury, Job’s 
wife added to his emotional dis-
tress when she offered her advice 
to “curse God and die.”  But even in  
this he maintained his spiritual 
equilibrium, telling her that she 

spoke “as one of the foolish wom-
en speaketh.”  Job’s three friends 
Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar of-
fered their moral support, but in 
so doing they concluded that the 
reason these afflictions came upon 
Job was due to some hidden sin 
in his life.  Sometimes family and 
friends only add to our suffering 
even though they may mean well.  
The Scriptures tell us that “in all 
of this did not Job sin with his lips” 
(Job 2:10).

James very effectively shares 
with his hearers that not only 
should they find consolation in the 
patience of Job but also the reward 
he received for being patient.  If 
they patiently endured like Job 
they, too, would be rewarded at 
the Second Coming of Christ.  “Ye 
have heard of the patience of Job, 
and have seen the end of the Lord.”  
What does the apostle mean by the  
statement: “and have seen the end 
of the Lord”?  We believe this is a 
reference to God abundantly bless-
ing Job to a far greater degree at 
the end of his life than He had in 
the beginning.  This is clearly sup-
ported by the Scriptures:

“So the LORD blessed the latter 
end of Job more than his begin-
ning: for he had fourteen thousand 
sheep, and six thousand camels, 
and a thousand yoke of oxen, and 
a thousand she asses.  He had also 
seven sons and three daughters” 
(Job 42:12,13).  Surely the Lord is 
merciful and generous with tender 
mercies!

THE PRAYER OF FAITH
“Is any among you afflicted?  

Let him pray.  Is any merry?  Let 
him sing psalms.  Is any sick 
among you?  Let him call for the 
elders of the church; and let them 
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pray over him, anointing him 
with oil in the name of the Lord” 
(James 5:13,14).

Like the Apostle Paul, James in- 
structed his readers to be content 
in whatever state they may find 
themselves.  If they were suffer-
ing an affliction, they were to be 
content and pray.  If they had a 
song in their heart, they were to 
sing psalms.  True contentment is 
resting in the Lord, that He is in 
control of all things.

James inquires, “Is there any 
sick among you?”  If so, “let him call 
for the elders of the church.”  The 
elders here were the older men of 
these local kingdom churches, as 
the term implies, who served as the  
spiritual leaders of the assembly.  
When called upon these elders 
were to visit at the bedside of the 
sick and pray over them, anointing 
them with oil.  The anointing with 
oil in biblical times was often done 
for medicinal purposes, as seen in 
the story of the Good Samaritan 
(Luke 10:37).  This was a very com- 
mon practice in the east.

James, however, seems to con-
nect the need to anoint the sick 
with oil with the Great Commis-
sion under which he worked.  It 
was said of those who labored un-
der this commission, “And they cast 
out many devils, and anointed with 
oil many that were sick, and healed 
them” (Mark 6:13).  Notice how the 
anointing was closely associated  

with the miraculous healing of the 
sick.  It is also significant that the 
anointing with oil was to be done 
in the name of the Lord.  It ap-
pears that God used the physical 
element of anointing to convey the 
divine grace of healing, whereby 
restoring the sick believer.

We must be very, very careful to  
remember that James was minis-
tering under the kingdom program 
in which miraculous manifesta-
tions were quite common.  What 
James records here does not apply 
to us during the administration 
of grace.

“And the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick, and the Lord shall 
raise him up; and if he have com- 
mitted sins, they shall be forgiven  
him” (James 5:15).

The “prayer of faith” also looks 
back to the earthly ministry of 
Christ.  The Lord promised those 
who proclaimed the kingdom gos-
pel: “And all things, whatsoever ye 
shall ask in prayer, believing, ye 
shall receive” (Matt. 21:22).  These 
were not empty words, but a legiti-
mate promise as witnessed when 
the little flock prayed for boldness.  
They asked that the Lord would 
stretch forth His hand to heal, and  
that signs and wonders might be 
done.  The place in which they had  
assembled literally shook in answer  
to their prayer (Acts 4:28-31).

Oftentimes salvation and physi-
cal healing went hand in hand un-
der the kingdom gospel, as James 
suggests when he says, “And the 
prayer of faith shall save the sick, 
and the Lord shall raise him up.”  
When Peter took the hand of the 
lame man at the gate of the temple 
he was immediately healed.  He 
went into the temple with Peter 
and John walking and leaping and 

“True contentment is  
resting in the Lord,  
that He is in control  

of all things.”
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praising God.  But as we read fur-
ther in the Acts narrative we learn 
that it was through faith in Christ’s 
name that the man was healed.  In 
other words, he had trusted Christ 
and was restored as a result of his 
faith (Acts 3:16).  Thus Peter says: 
“the faith which is by Him [Christ] 
hath given him [the lame man] this 
perfect soundness in the presence 
of you all” (See Acts 3:1-16).  You 
see, the lame man was a represen-
tation of national Israel who also 
needed to be restored spiritually 
and physically before she could en-
ter the kingdom.  Therefore, every 
time God responded to the “prayer 
of faith” it was emblematic of this 
wonderful truth.

“And if he have committed 
sins, they shall be forgiven him” 
(James 5:15b).

These bodies of humiliation are 
prone to sickness and disease due 
to the frailty of the flesh.  Most 
sickness is not a result of personal 
sin; however, there are times this 
may be the case.  If a young man is 
living a promiscuous lifestyle and 
he contracts a venereal disease he 
is suffering the consequences of 
his sinful ways.

In Jerusalem, by the sheep 
market, there was a pool called 
Bethesda.  A great number of sick 
folks and the infirmed frequently 
gathered there hoping to be healed.  
From time to time an angel would 

stir the waters of the pool and the 
first one to step into the water after 
it was stirred was miraculously 
healed.  Of course, many were 
unable to reach the water in time, 
such as the “impotent man” who 
suffered from his affliction for 38 
years.  The Lord had compassion 
on the man and restored him to 
sound physical health, then in-
structed him to take up his bed and 
walk.  Later when the Lord found 
the man worshipping in the temple 
He instructed the impotent man: 
“Behold, thou art made whole: sin 
no more, lest a worse thing come 
unto thee” (See John 5:1-15).  Obvi-
ously this man’s sin had been the 
cause of his infirmity.

The man who was sick with the 
palsy is another example of how 
sickness and sin are sometimes 
connected.  There was such a press 
of people to hear the Lord that the 
friends of this man lowered him 
through a hole in the roof so they 
could have an audience with the 
Lord.  When He saw their faith 
he said to the man: “thy sins are 
forgiven thee” (Luke 5:20).  And 
the Lord healed him of his malady.  
According to James the “prayer of 
faith” must also include a request 
for forgiveness in certain cases.

CONFESSION
“Confess your faults one to 

another, and pray one for an-
other, that ye may be healed.  
The effectual fervent prayer of 
a righteous man availeth much” 
(James 5:16).

Confession played a very impor-
tant role in the kingdom program.  
Here James makes it clear that the  
reason some were not being healed 
was because they were harboring 
sin in their lives.  We do not believe 

Pools of Bethesda model
www.bibleplaces.com
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of depression and self-pity, which 
nearly incapacitated him.  When 
Jezebel vowed to kill the prophet, 
Elijah went out and sat under a 
juniper tree and requested the 
Lord take his life because he was 
no better than his fathers.  He rea-
soned that he alone had not fallen 
before the idol Baal to worship 
him.  But God reassured him that 
there were seven thousand men in 
Israel who had not bowed the knee 
before this false god.

When the prophet prayed that 
the heavens might be shut so that 
it would not rain for 3½ years, God 
heard and answered his prayer.  
And when he prayed to the Lord 
to open the heavens that the earth 
might again bring forth her fruit, 
again God hearkened unto the 
voice of Elijah.  In spite of the 
prophet’s shortcomings and fail-
ures God responded to his prayers 
in a wonderful way.  And James 
wanted his countrymen to know 
that if they prayed in faith believ-
ing He would also answer their 
prayers and heal their sick.

“Brethren, if any of you do err 
from the truth, and one convert 
him; let him know, that he which 
converteth the sinner from the 
error of his way shall save a soul 
from death, and shall hide a mul-
titude of sins” (James 5:19,20).

As the apostle gives his part-
ing instructions he leaves them 
with a solemn charge.  They were 
to be mindful that they had a 
responsibility to share the gospel 
with those who were yet outside of 
Christ.  And in so doing, if one was 
converted to Christ they plucked 
his soul out of the fires of hell and 
delivered him from eternal sepa-
ration from God.

The End!

James required these sins be con-
fessed before the local assembly, as 
some teach.  He is rather singling 
out the brother who had offended 
another brother, but refused to set 
the matter right.  The brother who 
had been offended on the other 
hand was probably harboring bit-
terness in his heart due to his mis-
treatment.  James counsels these 
brethren to confess their faults 
to one another and pray for each 
other, lest their prayers be hin-
dered (I Pet. 3:7).  James reminds 
them that the “effectual fervent of 
a righteous man availeth much.”  
He then uses the prophet Elijah 
to demonstrate his point.

“Elias was a man subject to 
like passions as we are, and he 
prayed earnestly that it might 
not rain: and it rained not on the 
earth by the space of three years 
and six months.  And he prayed 
again, and the heaven gave rain, 
and the earth brought forth her 
fruit” (James 5:16,17).

Moses and Elijah were highly 
revered in the annals of Israel’s 
history.  Moses represented the 
Law and Elijah the prophets, which  
meant the apostle had the undi-
vided attention of his readers.  For 
those who may have felt that they 
were unworthy to go before God in 
prayer, James wanted them to con-
sider Elijah who was a man of like 
passions as they were.  He, too, had  
shortcomings and failures!

There were times of greatness 
in Elijah’s ministry.  On one such 
occasion he called fire down from 
heaven, consuming the burnt of-
fering, the wood, the stones, and 
the water, exposing the prophets of 
Baal to be false (I Kings 18:37-40).  
Yet there were other times when 
the prophet suffered from bouts 



The following is the latest installment in our series of articles drawn from Pas-
tor Stam’s classic work on True Spirituality.  Since this book never appeared 
as a series in the Searchlight, many of even our long-time readers may not 
be familiar with these selections.

True Spirituality and God’s Will  
for Our Lives

THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD’S WILL
By Cornelius R. Stam

“For this cause we also, since 
the day we heard it, do not cease 
to pray for you, and to desire that 
ye might be filled with the knowl-
edge of His will in all wisdom 
and spiritual understanding” 
(Col. 1:9).

Every truly spiritual believer 
will heartily desire to know and 
do the will of God, and as we write 
the above passage again we pray 
earnestly for our readers, as Paul 
did for his, that they may indeed 
be filled with the knowledge of 
the will of God, in all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding.

We must be prepared, however, 
to expect that “the heart,” which 
by nature is “deceitful above all 
things,” and “the father of lies,” 
who appears as “an angel of light,” 
will both be ready to offer “at-
tractive” substitutes for the true 
knowledge of God’s will.  Here we 
can find safety only in depending 
upon what God Himself says on 
the subject.

It is just because believers so 
often fail to recognize the realm 
of Satan’s activities and the de-
ceitfulness of their own hearts 
that they are constantly “tossed 
to and fro,” not certain whether 

or not they are truly in the will 
of God.

For one thing, self-occupation 
enters entirely too much into the 
average Christian’s desire to know 
God’s will.  The vast majority of 
believers, reading the passage 
quoted above, think only in terms 
of God’s will for their lives in their 
particular circumstances.

A young Christian asks: “What 
is God’s will for my life?  Should I 
go into the ministry or become a 
missionary?  If the latter, should 
I go to China, Africa or India?  
Or, would God have me stay in 
business and help to finance His 
work?  But while the young man 
is so concerned about God’s will 
for the details of his life, he is 
woefully ignorant of God’s will, 
i.e., what is it He wants done.  The 
emphasis is upon himself rather 
than upon God and His great plan 
for the present dispensation.

What would be thought of 
the soldier in the army who was 
constantly concerned about the 
details of his life, wondering 
whether or not his commanding 
officer would approve, while in-
different to the great objectives 
which his commanding officer 
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had outlined for the progress of 
the battle?

Those who would truly know 
and do the will of God should 
learn first that such passages as 
the above do not refer to God’s will  
in a given situation but to God’s 
purpose and program as revealed 
through the Apostle Paul by the 
glorified Lord, and that He rightly 
holds us responsible to learn what  
this is.

At Paul’s conversion the Lord 
sent Ananias to tell him:

“...The God of our fathers hath 
chosen thee, that thou shouldest 
know His will, and see that Just 
One, and shouldest hear the voice  
of His mouth.

“For thou shalt be His witness 
unto all men of what thou hast 
seen and heard” (Acts 22:14,15).

That the revelation of God’s 
will to and through Paul involved 
more than God’s will concerning 
his life is evident from Paul’s own 
writings about it.  We cite here 
several passages as confirmation 
of this fact:

“[Christ] gave Himself for our 
sins, that He might deliver us 
from this present evil world [Gr., 
age] according to the will of God 
and our Father” (Gal. 1:4).

“Having predestinated us unto 
the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to Himself, according to 
the good pleasure of His will” 
(Eph. 1:5).

“Having made known unto us 
the mystery [secret] of His will, 
according to His good pleasure 
which He hath purposed in Him-
self” (Eph. 1:9).

“In whom also we have ob-
tained an inheritance, being 
predestinated according to the 
purpose of Him who worketh all 

things after the counsel of His 
own will” (Eph. 1:11).

In connection with God’s hav-
ing made known “the mystery of 
His will,” the apostle emphatically  
states: “By revelation He made 
known unto me the mystery” and 
calls this mystery “the dispensa-
tion of the grace of God” (Eph. 
3:1-3).

Such passages as Colossians 
1:9, then, refer not to God’s will 
in a given situation, but to His 
long-hidden purpose and program 
as revealed in the epistles of 
Paul.  Briefly, it may be outlined 
as follows:

When Israel had rejected the 
risen, glorified Christ, joining the 
Gentiles in rebellion against God; 
when sin had risen to its height 
and all was ready, prophetically, 
for the outpouring of God’s wrath 
upon this wicked world, God in-
tervened, saving Paul and sending 
him forth with “the gospel of the 
grace of God” (Acts 20:24).  “Where 
sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound” (Rom. 5:20).  “For 
God hath concluded them all in 
unbelief, that He might have mercy 
upon all” (Rom. 11:32).  “And that 
He might reconcile both [Jews and 
Gentiles] unto God in one body by 
the cross, having slain the enmity 

“The majority of God’s 
people seem to think  
that God’s will should  
accommodate itself  
to their fluctuating  

experience.”
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thereby” (Eph. 2:16).  This body, 
not to be confused with the king- 
dom to be established on earth, en-
joys a heavenly position, heavenly 
blessings and a heavenly prospect 
(Phil. 3:20; Eph. 1:3; Col. 1:5).

This, basically, is the great 
message Paul labored so earnestly 
and suffered so willingly to make 
known, asking prayers for an open 
mouth and open doors to proclaim 
it, and open hearts to receive it 
(Eph. 1:15-23; 6:18,19; Col. 4:3).

Should the reader ask: What is 
God’s will for my life?  We would 
reply immediately: God’s will for 
your life is that you obey II Timo-
thy 2:15 to obtain a clear under-
standing and deep convictions as 
to His will for the present dispen-
sation, and then to obey it.  Then 
the details will naturally fall into 
their proper places and assume 
their proper proportions.

A fine, faithful young Christian 
once asked the author about a 
change which was taking place  
in her prayer life.  “I used to pray,” 
she said, “about so many little 
things: my position, my salary, 
my health and even the smallest 
details of my life.  Now I find I 
don’t spend much time with these 
things.  Oh, I do pray all the time, 
though, about this wonderful mes- 
sage of grace, and that the Lord 
will help me present it clearly and 
faithfully!”  We answered: “Now 
you are getting to be a full general 
in God’s army!”

As the general naturally has a 
larger outlook and is concerned 
about more important matters 
than the soldier of lower rank, so 
the believer who makes progress 
as “a good soldier of Jesus Christ” 
naturally becomes less and less 

occupied with the lesser circum-
stances of life and more and more 
occupied with the great overall 
objective.

The majority of God’s people 
seem to think that God’s will 
should accommodate itself to their 
fluctuating experience.  When, in 
the depths of despair, they do not 
know where to turn, they cry to 
the Lord to show them His will.  
When on the mountain top, called 
upon, perhaps, to choose between 
two attractive alternatives, they 
ask the Lord again to show them 
His will, thus:

But all the while they neglect 
to inquire as to His objective, or 
to learn how they may fit into His 
plan and purpose, so clearly de- 
fined for us in the Pauline epis- 
tles.  This plan—the will of God for 
the present dispensation—runs 
straight as an arrow, and we must 
conform ourselves to it, thus:

It is true that God is interested 
in whatever concerns us and that 
He would have us look to Him in 
any detail in which we may need 
help or guidance, but let us put 
the emphasis where it belongs.  
If a man is ignorant of the will 
and purpose of God, what good to 
inquire whether he should go to 
Africa or China for service?  He 
may do as much harm as good 
wherever he goes.  On the other 
hand, one who does have an intel- 
ligent understanding of the will 
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that the Holy Spirit “maketh in-
tercession for the saints ACCORD-
ING TO THE WILL OF GOD,” 
and the most perplexing problems 
need not lead us one step out of 
God’s will, since He will work all 
out for us (See Rom. 8:26-28).

the call to the 
ministry

This holds good even with re-
gard to calls to special service for 
Christ, whether to the pastorate, 
the mission field or any other 
branch of the work.

The truly spiritual child of God 
will not look for, nor depend upon, 
some overwhelming emotion as an  
indication that God has called him 
to the ministry.  Much less will he 
expect a “Macedonian vision,” for 
he will have learned that Paul’s 
call to Macedonia is the last such 
call recorded in Scripture, and 
that it belonged with the signs of 
a past dispensation.

First, all believers are called 
to make known “the preaching 
of Jesus Christ according to the 
revelation of the mystery” and 
the written Word of God together 
with the appalling need all about 
us constitute an urgent call to this  
ministry.

All are not meant to minister 
in the same capacity, however.  
Some may accomplish much more 
for Christ in business than they 
could as pastors or missionaries.  
Here the particular qualifications 
of the individual and the partic-
ular ministry to which he is best 
suited are involved.

There is no room for supersti-
tion in matters so important.  It is 
rather for each individual to ask 
God for light from the Word and 

of God and has been gripped by it 
will have little danger of remain-
ing unused in the Lord’s service.

If we would be in the center 
of the will of God, then, we must 
come to a knowledge and appreci-
ation of the great secret revealed 
through Paul for us today.  This 
alone can give us a true sense of 
our place in His program, broad-
ening and balancing our spiritual 
experience.

particular cases
In seeking to determine God’s 

will in the particular circum-
stances of life, the truly spiritual 
believer will pay little heed to 
the very things which others 
deem decisive.  He will not de-
pend upon “getting the mind of 
God through prayer,” hoping for 
“inner promptings” (not “a voice” 
but “an impression” as one writer 
on “spirituality” put it).  Nor will 
he go to “the promise box”1 or flip 
his Bible open at random to learn 
God’s will.

He will look for guidance in an-
swer to prayer, to be sure, but this 
by using his God-given faculties 
in the light of the written Word, 
rightly divided.

God has given us hands to 
work with, hearts to love with 
and minds to think with, and He 
expects us to use them all to His 
glory.  Hence, in any given situ-
ation we should use the common 
sense He has given us, in the light 
of His Word.  True, there may be 
places so dark that we will not 
even know what to pray for, for 
it is still true that “we know not 
what we should pray for as we 
ought,” but it is in this very con-
nection that the apostle explains 
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for wisdom to consider the need, 
the circumstances and his own 
talents objectively, praying for an 
open door to that field of service 
where he may accomplish most 
for his Lord.

the importance of 
understanding the 

will of the lord
The infinite importance of un-

derstanding God’s will may be bet-
ter appreciated if we consider that 
we are now living in the tense mo-
ments between man’s declaration 
of war on God and God’s counter-
declaration of war on man, so that 
there is no time to lose in winning 
men to Christ.

After Pentecost, Israel, instead 
of repenting, joined the Gentiles 
in their rebellion.  They “set them-
selves...against the Lord, and 
against His Anointed, saying, Let 
us break their bands asunder, and 
cast away their cords from us” 
(Psa. 2:2,3).  In a word, they de-
clared war on God and His Christ 
(See also Acts 4:26,27; 8:1,3).  In 

reply God will “speak unto them 
in His wrath, and vex them in His  
sore displeasure” (Psa. 2:5) will 
“make [His] enemies [His] foot-
stool” (Psa. 110:1) and, in a word, 
make a counter-declaration of 
war on them (Cf. Rev. 19:11).

As we have seen, however, the 
prophetic program was interrupt-
ed just when the judgment was 
about to fall and “the dispensation 
of the grace of God” was ushered 
in, under which reconciliation is 
offered to all men by grace through 
faith in Christ and His merits.

But how long will this dispen-
sation of His longsuffering last?  
When will it close?  No man knows, 
for not one more day’s delay has 
been promised, nor has one spe-
cific sign been given to indicate the 
time of its consummation.  Hence 
the apostle begs the unsaved not 
to receive the grace of God in vain, 
counselling them: “Behold, NOW 
is the accepted time; Behold, NOW 
is the day of salvation” (II Cor. 6:2).  
And to the saved he says:

“See then that ye walk circum-
spectly, not as fools, but as wise,

“Redeeming [Lit., buying up] 
the time, because the days are 
evil.

“Wherefore be ye not unwise, 
but understanding what the will 
of the Lord is” (Eph. 5:15-17).

In the light of all this, how we 
should pray for ourselves and our 
fellow-believers “that [we] may 
stand perfect and complete in all 
the will of God”! (Col. 4:12).

Endnote
1.	 If for no other reason, simply because 
	 he would thus limit God to the particu- 
	 lar passages which the box happened 
	 to contain!
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Question Box
“Where will kingdom saints go at the end of the millennial 

kingdom when the earth is burned up to make way for the 
New Earth?”

We know that the millennial kingdom will end with the cli-
mactic battle of Gog and Magog (Rev. 20:7-9).  John then sees 
“a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the 
first earth were passed away” (21:1), but no mention is made of 
where kingdom saints go while “the earth also and the works 
that are therein shall be burned up” (II Pet. 3:10).  It would seem  
that they cannot be harbored in heaven, for “the heavens being 
on fire shall be dissolved” also (II Pet. 3:12).

The answer to this question lies not in the Book of Revela-
tion, but rather in the prophecy of Isaiah.  In Isaiah 51:6, Isaiah 
speaks of the dissolution of the old creation:

“...the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth 
shall wax old like a garment....”

Isaiah then goes on to explain exactly how kingdom saints 
will be preserved while the elements of the old creation melt 
and the new creation is birthed:

“And I have put My words in thy mouth, and I have covered 
thee in the shadow of Mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, 
and lay the foundations of the earth...” (Isa. 51:16).

This verse is sometimes applied to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and it is true that God’s words were in His mouth (Deut. 18:18;  
Isa. 50:4; John 17:8).  However, the Lord Jesus would hardly 
need to be covered in the shadow of God’s hand while the old 
creation is destroyed.  The context in Isaiah 51 is rather “the 
redeemed of the Lord” (Isa. 51:11), of whom it is also said that 
God put His words in their mouths (Isa. 59:21).  And so it is the  
redeemed of Israel who are said to be sheltered safely in the 
hand of God in that cataclysmic day.

This question may be more than just a matter of academic 
interest to members of the Body of Christ, for while we will be 
reigning with Christ in the heavenlies during the millennial 
kingdom, the heavens will also need to be purged with fire in 
preparation for the new creation.  And so it is possible that 
we can extrapolate from this verse that we too will enjoy a 
temporary haven in the shadow of His blessed hand.

—Pastor Kurth
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By Pastor Ricky Kurth
(From a class taught in Minor Prophets at Berean Bible Institute)

Man Alive! (Cont.)
JONAH: LESSONS FROM A WAYWARD PROPHET

When God sent Jonah to preach to Nineveh, the prophet replied, 
as it were, “Over my dead body!” Jonah then showed that he 

would rather die than give the barbarians in Nineveh a chance to 
repent (Jonah 2:12).  And as we have seen, Jonah actually did die 
in the whale, and God raised him from the dead, making him a true 
type of Christ.

Now no one knows that “salvation is of the Lord” (Jonah 2:9) like 
someone who has died and been imprisoned in sheol, the place of all 
the departed dead in Old Testament times.  No human effort could 
avail to free a man from that divinely secured place of confinement.  
What a picture of how if we are to be saved from the penalty of sin, 
this too must be “of the Lord,” for no human effort can avail to free  
us from the bondage of sin.  Salvation is of the Lord!

The obedience of the fish to the word of the Lord (2:10) stands in 
stark contrast to the disobedience of Jonah!  Frogs, flies, lice, locusts 
and caterpillars all obey God without question (Psa. 105:30-34); only 
man dares say no to God.

But God is a God of second chances (Jonah 3:1,2), as witnessed by 
men such as Moses, Peter, and John Mark, to name just a few.  These 
examples should give hope to any of our readers who may have strayed 
from the Lord and are wondering if He could ever take you back.  How-
ever, these examples should also serve as a warning to us all that it is 
always best to obey God when first we learn of His will.

Thanks to the second chance extended to Jonah, he is now as obedi-
ent to God (3:9) as the wind and the sea in Chapter 1.  Isn’t it amazing 
the attitude adjustment that a few days in a fish can produce!
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Jonah had only begun to deliver God’s message (3:4) when every 
preacher’s dream came true, and the people of Nineveh repented “from 
the greatest of them even to the least of them” (Jonah 3:5).  God used this 
brief sermon of eight words (even fewer in the Hebrew text!) to bring 
an entire city to repentance, proving once again the old adage that “a 
sermon need not be eternal to be immortal!”  When we consider the 
darkness of the human heart, we wonder whether such momentous re-
sults cannot be considered the biggest miracle in the Book of Jonah.

How was the prophet able to see such extraordinary results?  The 
key just might be in Jonah’s description of how the citizens of Nineveh 
repented “from the greatest of them even to the least of them.”  This 
phraseology is used eight other times in Scripture, but in each case 
the categories are reversed.  That is, the normal way of expressing this 
phrase is to say, “from the least even unto the greatest.”  But here we 
feel that the transposition is significant.

Jonah 3:6 begins with the word “for,” which means that the prophet 
is about to tell us how it came to be that the entire city repented.  Verse 
6 then goes on to explain how even the king of Nineveh repented, and so 
it is possible that Jonah was able to bring an entire city to its knees be-
cause of the influence of the city’s sovereign.  Once the king of Nineveh 
believed and repented (3:6), the people followed suit.  This hypothesis 
has a couple of possible applications to our ministry today.

Not long ago, Things To Come Mission director Ben Anderson began 
to implement what he called “the Troas strategy” in countries where 
TCM ministers.   This strategy is based on Paul’s experience in Acts 
16, where after the Spirit forbad him to preach the word in Asia and 
Bithynia (v. 6,7), the apostle came to Troas (v. 8), where a vision con-
vinced him that the Lord had called him to preach in Macedonia (v. 
9,10).  He soon found himself in Philippi, which was “the chief city of 
that part of Macedonia, and a colony” (v. 12).  This designation of Philippi 
as a Roman “colony” made it a city of considerable influence.

It would seem from all this that rather than letting Paul continue to 
stop and minister in every city to which he came in piecemeal fashion, 
God was rather guiding him to “chief” cities such as Athens, Corinth and 
Ephesus.  While there will always be opponents and proponents of what 
was called “trickle-down economics,” as the gospel trickled down from 
these influential cities “all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of 
the Lord” (Acts 19:10).  The considerable results achieved by reaching 
key, influential cities reminds us of the results that Jonah achieved 
by reaching Nineveh’s influential king.  Pastor Dennis Kiszonas has 
similarly produced a considerable ministry that has emanated out of 
New York City after this visionary pastor targeted the chief city of the 
United States.

A similar strategy is being employed by Grace Evangelist Art Fowler, 
who has a unique ministry.  Art witnesses to anyone and everyone, 
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from the least of men even unto the greatest.  However, he targets 
high-profile people in entertainment, government, and many other 
circles of life, people thought by most of us to be simply unreachable 
with the gospel.  We wonder if this too isn’t an example of following 
the methodology of the Apostle Paul, who after his Troas experience 
perhaps purposely sought out not only chief cities but chief citizens 
(Acts 17:7).  By the time he reached Ephesus, it could be said of “certain 
of the chief of Asia” that they “were his friends” (Acts 19:31).  Perhaps 
Paul was able to reach all which dwelt in Asia because he had focused 
on certain key, influential people, from whom the gospel was received 
by others more readily.  We might call this the Nineveh strategy, for it 
sure seemed to work in the case of the king of this great city.

Another application of this principle might be reflected in the ef-
forts of many of our Grace brethren to get dispensational literature 
into the hands of pastors and other spiritual leaders.  The people of the 
1st Philippian Church of Detroit all came to rejoice in the message of 
grace when years ago Pastor Wilson Watkins came into a knowledge 
of the truth.

Next, when we read that Nineveh’s king repented in hopes that  
God would change his mind about destroying his city (Jonah 3:9), it 
should be noted that he was not acting in compliance with any stated 
terms or conditions uttered by Jonah.  That is, Jonah had not pro-
claimed, “Your city shall be destroyed—unless you repent.”  It would 
seem that the prophet was simply stating a prophetic prediction when 
he proclaimed, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.”  But 
whether the king knew it or not, Israel’s God was a God that Jeremiah 
later characterized as a forgiving God, even when it came to nations 
other than Israel:

“At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning 
a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy it;

“If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their 
evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them” (Jer. 
18:7,8).

And so as we compare Scripture with Scripture, we understand 
that whenever we read of an announcement on God’s part to bring 
judgment on a people, such pronouncements always carry an implied 
proviso that He will relent should the people He intends to judge 
change their ways.  We see an example of this in Micah 3:12.  While 
this verse seems to be an unqualified prediction of the destruction of 
Jerusalem, Jeremiah later quoted this verse (Jer. 26:18) and observed 
that when the city repented, God changed His mind (v. 19).

All of this is significant in light of the position held by open theism  
that God didn’t offer Nineveh any terms by which they might be spared 
because He fully intended to destroy the city, and then was surprised 
at their repentance.  The open view, as some of our readers may know, 

Jonah: Lessons From a Wayward Prophet
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teaches that God does not know the future, outside of what He himself 
has determined to do.  Open theists would hold that God did not know 
in advance that Nineveh would repent.

However, unless it was understood that Jonah’s proclamation was 
conditional, then under the strict terms of Deuteronomy 18:22, his 
prophecy was a false prophecy, making him a false prophet.  But as 
with the seemingly unconditional prophecy of Amoz in II Kings 20:1, 
of which God quickly repented (v. 6), the conditional nature of Jonah’s 
words was clearly implied.

The case of Amoz deserves special attention in this regard.  When 
he delivered God’s announcement to Hezekiah that he would “die, 
and not live,” there didn’t seem to be anything conditional about his 
words.  His prophecy seemed to be a clear prediction of the king’s im-
minent demise.  However, we can demonstrate from Scripture that 
it was simply not possible that Hezekiah could die at that time.  God 
had promised David:

“…If thy children take heed to their way, to walk before me in truth 
with all their heart and with all their soul, there shall not fail thee 
(said He) a man on the throne of Israel” (I Kings 2:4).

Hezekiah was one of David’s descendants, and as he himself tells us, 
he had fulfilled the conditions expressed to David in I Kings 2:4 and had 
walked before God “in truth and with a perfect heart” (II Kings 20:3).  
Yet at this time he had no sons who could sit on the throne of David if he 
should die.  II Kings 20:18 makes it clear that the sons that would issue 
from him had not yet been begotten of him.  If he should die childless, 
as Amoz had stated, the Word of God to David would be broken.

Why then did God flatly state to Hezekiah that he would die?  Had 
He forgotten His promise to David until reminded of it by Hezekiah?  
Surely not!  God was rather testing Hezekiah to see if he remembered 
God’s promise, a test Hezekiah passed with flying colors, actually 
quoting the promise as he called upon God to be true to His Word.  
God then acknowledged Hezekiah’s claim on His Word by identifying 
Himself as “the God of David thy father” (II Kings 20:5), as He granted 
the king another fifteen years of life.

And so we know that God’s seemingly unconditional prediction of 
Hezekiah’s death was actually an attempt on God’s part to elicit a dec- 
laration of faith from Israel’s king.  Similarly, God’s seemingly uncon-
ditional pronouncement of doom on Nineveh was actually designed to 
elicit repentance from a people whom God was eager to spare.

The very fact that God warned Nineveh of their imminent destruc-
tion shows that He was pressing them to repent.  Surely the example 
of Sodom serves to teach that when God fully intends to destroy a city, 
He does so without warning.  In His foreknowledge, God knows who 
will repent and who will not (Ezek. 3:6; Matt. 11:21).
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Jonah: Lessons From a Wayward Prophet

Next, in Jonah 3:10, we have an example of how salvation in time 
past was by faith plus works.  Earlier in this chapter we read that “the 
people of Nineveh believed God” (v. 5), but it was not until “God saw 
their works” that He “repented of the evil that He had said that He 
would do unto them.”  While today faith alone “is counted for righteous-
ness” (Rom. 4:5), this was not the case in time past.  For example, when 
Phinehas executed judgment, we read that “that was counted unto him 
for righteousness” (Psa. 106:30,31).  As we rightly divide the Word of 
truth, we see that God’s plan of salvation in time past was very differ-
ent than His plan of salvation today in the dispensation of grace.

Did the people of Nineveh truly repent?  We know that they did, for 
we have the Lord’s word on it (Luke 11:32).  However, their repentance 
would not last, and about one hundred and fifty years later God sent 
the prophet Nahum to announce their destruction, a destruction which 
came to pass about a century later (Jer. 18:9,10).

Since we know that “there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner that repenteth” (Luke 15:10), how sad it is to see Jonah 
angry over the repentance of many thousands of sinners (Jonah 4:1).  
He who rejoiced in the mercy of God when it was extended to him in 
Chapter 2 is now unhappy when mercy is extended to the Assyrians.  
Jonah says here, as it were, “Lord, I told you this would happen!  I knew  
You would spare them if they repented!” (4:2).

Jonah doubts that their repentance is genuine, and believing it was 
only a matter of time before they rebelled against God, he determined 
to pitch a tent outside of town so as to wait and watch it happen (Jonah 
4:5).  Since Jonah refused to answer God’s question about whether he 
is right to be angry (4:4), God gave him a little object lesson to prompt 
him to respond.  The Lord supplied the prophet with a sun-blocking 
gourd, and then took it away from him.  Sadly, Jonah’s reaction was 
not the same as Job’s (Job 1:21), but rather mirrored the attitude of 
the foolish women of Job 2:9,10.

Like all sin, sinful anger must be checked or it will worsen.  Jonah 
was angry enough to die when God spared Nineveh, and now he is 
angry enough to die because God took away his shade! (Jonah 4:5-9).  
Likewise if we allow ourselves to be sinfully angry over big things, it 
won’t be long before we are sinfully angry over little things.

Asking the same question in Jonah 4:9 that he asked in Verse 5,  
God provoked a response from Jonah, in which the prophet declared 

“God is a God of second chances....”
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he had a perfect right to be angry about the gourd that at first had 
shielded him from the desert sun, but then was taken away.  Now 
that Jonah has taken the bait, God springs the trap on His wayward 
prophet, pointing out how He had “laboured” much in Nineveh, while 
Jonah had not expended the least bit of energy to produce the gourd.  
And yet while Jonah had pity on the gourd, he did not want God to 
have pity on Nineveh!  Once the incongruity of this was pointed out 
to the seer, Jonah is left with nothing to say in his own defense.

Something should be said, however, about the many people in 
Nineveh that could not discern between their right hand and their left 
(4:11).  These would include young children and the mentally retarded.  
God was saying to Jonah, in effect, “You want Me to destroy Nineveh 
because of the atrocities committed by the adults.  But remember, 
Jonah, there are one hundred and twenty thousand innocent people 
in Nineveh who would perish along with the guilty,” something God 
found repugnant (cf. Gen. 19:23-33).

If the reader object that these people, having inherited sin from 
Adam, were not “innocent,” we would tend to agree, in light of verses 
like Psalm 51:5 and Psalm 58:3.  However, our text points up the truth 
that there is an “age of accountability,” and children who die before 
reaching it, and adults whose limited mental capacity never allows 
them to reach it, are “covered under the Blood,” as Pastor Stam used 
to say.  We see a symbol of this very thing when Ezekiel 45:20 states 
that the sacrifice of the priest is offered “for him that is simple.”

We see more evidence of an age of accountability when the people 
of Israel left Egypt.  We read that there was an entire generation 
among them “which in that day had no knowledge between good and 
evil” (Deut. 1:39).  God made it clear that these children would not be 
held responsible for the rebellion of the adults, but would be allowed 
to enter the Promised Land.  And so it is just sound Biblical herme-
neutics to extrapolate from this that God does not hold children and 
the mentally impaired responsible for their sins.

This precious doctrine is what enabled David to assert with confi-
dence concerning the child that he had lost, “I shall go to him, but he 
shall not return to me” (II Sam. 12:23).  This beloved truth also enabled 
this writer to preside recently at the funeral of a darling one-year-old 
little girl and comfort her parents from the Word of God that their 
hearts would ache only until they are caught up together with their 
daughter in the clouds.

The lessons to be learned from a wayward prophet are many and 
varied.  May we take them to heart as things that were written “for 
our learning” (Rom. 15:4), as we determine as never before to obey 
the Lord without question, to the infinite blessing of our soul, and to 
the souls of those about us.



Midwest Grace Fellowship  
Summer/Fall Bible Conference

	 Dates:	 August 19-20, 2006

	 Location:	Community Center
		  Hutchison, Kansas

	 Speaker:	 Pastor Paul M. Sadler

Theme: Earthly and Heavenly Ministries of Christ

For directions and times of services, please contact:

David Tidd at (620) 365-6004

Connecticut Grace Bible Conference
Hosted by:

Grace For Today and Berean Bible Society

	 Dates:	 September 29-30, 2006

	 Location:	Norwalk Courtyard by Marriott
		  474 Main Avenue
		  Norwalk, Connecticut

Guest Speakers:
Dennis Kiszonas, President of Grace For Today

Paul M. Sadler, President of Berean Bible Society
Leon Gilchrist, Bible Teacher, Grace For Today

	 The next day, Sunday, October 1st, at 10:30 a.m., Pastor Sadler will 
be the Bible Teacher at the Grace For Today church service in Brooklyn, 
New York, located at the YWCA, Atlantic Avenue and Third Avenue.

	 For more information, please contact: Grace For Today, PO Box 798, 
Times Square Station, New York, NY 10108, or phone: 1-800-803-0003, 
e-mail: conference@gracefortoday.org.  You may also contact: Berean Bible 
Society, PO Box 756, Germantown, WI 53022, or phone: (262) 255-4750, 
e-mail: berean@execpc.com.

Join us for this exciting first-time event!



Apostolic Authority of the Twelve
Price: $1.00

The Truth That Set Me Free
Price: $1.25

Simple As Can Be
Price: $0.50

Paul the Masterbuilder
Price: $1.00

The Lord’s Prayer
Price: $0.50

Is Salvation Certain?
Price: $1.00

Rome’s Greatest Blunder
Price: $0.50

The Answer to Catholicism
Price: $1.00

Postage and Handling Charges
Orders up to $20.00, please add $3.00 for postage and handling.
Orders over $20.00, please add 15% for postage and handling.

*Foreign orders must be remitted in U. S. currency!

Answers to Catholicism
Roman Catholicism is by far the largest denomination in 

Christendom.  With more than one billion adherents, Catholics 
constitute about half of the world’s professing Christians.  If 
you are looking for help in understanding and reaching your 
Catholic friends and loved ones, then these titles are for you.



Rome claims that the papacy is the authority for 
God’s people today, through apostolic succession 
handed down from Peter.  In this volume, Pastor 
Sadler clearly shows that God “wrought effectually 
in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision,” not to 
the apostleship of the Church “which is His Body.”

HARDCOVER                 250 PAGES

Special Price: $10.00

THESE OFFERS END JUNE 30, 2006
(Extended 21 days for all foreign orders)

Orders up to $20.00, please add $3.00 for postage and handling.
Orders over $20.00, please add 15% for postage and handling.

*Foreign orders must be remitted in U. S. currency!

www.bereanbiblesociety.org

Paul, His Apostleship and Message
By Cornelius R. Stam

Pastor Stam explains in detail how the Apostle Paul 
is “the apostle of the Gentiles.”  This book goes directly 
to the heart of Rome’s claim of apostolic succession, 
and proves beyond the shadow of a doubt from the 
Scriptures that Paul is “the minister of Jesus Christ 
to the Gentiles.”

HARDCOVER                 192 PAGES

Special Price: $8.00

The Life and Letters of the Apostle Peter
By Paul M. Sadler

More Answers  
to Catholicism

Robbing Paul to Pay Peter
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From Our Mailbag
Acts 14:27

From Virginia:
“I am blessed to acknowledge the 

Grace ministry and the dispensation 
of Grace revealed through the Apos-
tle Paul.  Many are deceived thinking 
they have the right commission.  They 
are in error not knowing the truth, but 
praise God I know the difference by 
your publication and the book Things 
That Differ.”

From Wisconsin:
“We enjoyed the conference in 

Waukesha very much…I bought Pas-
tor Sadler’s book on the Apostle Peter 
and enjoyed studying it very much.”

From Tennessee:
“We thank you and appreciate 

your correctly dividing the Word.  I 
do not understand how anyone could 
understand the Bible without under-
standing it dispensationally.”

From Florida:
“Enclosed please find a small gift.  

I don’t expect much to be done with 
what is enclosed, but what is done, 
I know will be proper.  I would like 
for you to place some members of  
the church that I pastor on your mail-
ing list.  They are very good students 
of the Bible and are eager to learn  
all they can.  Both come from ‘tradi-
tional’ Baptist backgrounds so there 
are unanswered questions; however, 
they are on the right track.”  (If we can 
be of any assistance, please contact 
us.  I am a former Baptist who was 
once entangled in the same web of 
confusion.—PS).

From New York:
“Will you please send me one ‘Key 

to Understanding the Scriptures’?  It 
is an excellent tool in witnessing.”

From Illinois:
“I am enjoying your articles on 

James in the Searchlight.”

GOD’S BLESSING             
ON BBS MINISTRIES

From Wisconsin:
“Praise God for your site.  It is a 

blessing.  Our son has just started 
Bible courses at the Berean Bible 
Institute.  We are truly blessed.  We 
just found a Grace church right here 
in our town.  Thank you for speaking 
only the Truth of God.”

From Washington:
“For the past six years BBS has 

helped me grow and learn to rightly 
divide our Lord’s precious Word.  Your 
writings are great tools for our group 
studies.”

From Michigan:
“I came to a place in my life of total 

despair.  I had to admit to myself and 
God that maybe I was wrong in what 
I believed.  This resulted in a sincere 
prayer for truth.  And through an un-
usual chain of events God put your 
address in my hands.  I have come to  
realize through your ministry that 
the Word must be rightly divided to 
make sense, that the Bible can be 
exciting to read, and something to 
look forward to.”  (Our motto is still: 
To Help You Understand and Enjoy 
the Bible.—RK).

From Colorado:
“Thanks for the quick reply!  I will 

share this next week in my men’s 
Bible study.  I’m sure it will be an 
interesting discussion.”

From the Internet:
“Of all the Searchlights I’ve en-

joyed reading over the months, April’s 
issue was so good I felt compelled to 
write and thank you.  You know my 
background and how much I’ve strug-
gled with some issues.  I’ve wondered 
what it would be like to write down 
the differences between the Kingdom 
and Body churches just to study them 
in one place.  Mr. VanArendonk did a 
wonderful job in his article on this.”
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From Oklahoma:
“We truly enjoy the Searchlight 

and look forward to it coming each 
month.  We are blessed by the articles, 
especially ‘True Spirituality and our 
Liberty in Christ.’”

From the Internet:
“Thank you for sending me the 

Searchlight which I so enjoy study-
ing.  I pass on copies to New Zealand,  
South African and Canadian friends.”

From Arkansas:
“Dr. Ed Bedore’s article on the 

‘Practical Beginning of the Body of 
Christ’ is right on target and long 
overdue.  To see the real issue to 
the Beginning of the Dispensation 
of Grace would settle a lot of debate 
in the Grace Movement about the 
beginning of the Body.”

From Canada:
“Thank you for sending us the 

Searchlight.  It contains hours of Bible 
Studies in each issue.  I especially 
enjoyed and appreciated the Janu-
ary issue, ‘the Study in the Epistle 
of James,’ the article which you en-
titled—An Enigma Wrapped in a 
Riddle.”  (Rightly dividing the Word 
unwraps the enigmas!—RK).

From Minnesota:
“I’m so pleased with your book 

Exploring the Unsearchable Riches  
of Christ.  I gave it to the pastor of the  
Free Methodist Church but he did not  
care for it.”

From the Internet:
“I have forwarded your reply to my 

sister, as we discuss everything we 
learn.  I will study the Scriptures you 
supplied.  I think I understand, but 
want to REALLY understand.”

From California:
“My brother passed away.  Please 

change the address to his surviving 
daughter’s address.  She is 16 years 
old and after high school intends to 
attend Berean Bible Institute.  My 
brother felt very highly of BBS.  I 
thank you for all that you brought 
into his life.”

From Illinois:
“Thank you so much for the Two 

Minutes.  It has become a pleasure 
for me each day.  It’s the first thing 
I read.”

From Arkansas:
“Thank you for the books and mag-

azine that have helped me teach the 
Bible through the years.”

From South Africa:
“Last year we ordered 100 copies  

of Our Great Commission.  We are now  
writing to ask about receiving 50 or 
100 copies each of Things That Differ 
and Two-fold Purpose.”  (It sounds like  
our friends at St. Mark’s Congrega-
tional Church are getting the message  
out to others!—RK).

From California:
“Keep the truth and don’t com-

promise your position!  Berean Bible 
Society is the only honest and true 
voice I hear.”

From Minnesota:
“I’ve been enjoying the Searchlight 

since 1976.  Finally able to contribute 
a little more.”

From Michigan:
“The beacon of your Searchlight 

is one of the very few sources of illu-
mination in a darkened world.  Keep 
the Searchlight shining.”

“These [Bereans] were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in 
that they received the Word with all readiness of mind, and searched 
the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so.”	 —Acts 17:11
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Grace Believers’ Bible Conference
	 Dates:	 July 28-30, 2006

	 Location:	Bitely Community Church
		  10781 N. Bingham Avenue
		  Bitely, Michigan

Guest Speakers:

Dr. Edward Bedore, Director of Berean Bible Institute
Casey Groeneveld, Bible Teacher, Have Bible Will Travel

Lee Homoki, Evangelist, Bible Doctrines to Live By
Joel McGarvey, Evangelist, Bible Doctrines to Live By

Paul M. Sadler, President of Berean Bible Society

Rooms are available at the beautiful Legends Ranch. 
For those who are interested, please contact:

Pastor & Mrs. Ken Lyon at (231) 745-9595

May God richly bless these meetings  
to the praise of His glory in Christ Jesus!

Celebrate Grace Camp
	 Dates:	 July 23-28, 2006

	 Location:	Near Montrose, Colorado

Guest Speaker:

Pastor Dick Ware
Grace Fellowship Bible Church, Sheridan, Arkansas

For additional information, please contact:

Jerry and Judy Worthley
0627 CR 3, Canon City, CO 81212

Phone: (719) 276-2469
E-mail: jeranjudy@yahoo.com

Happy Camping!
And don’t forget to bring a friend!
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What Do We Teach at BBI?
By W. Edward Bedore, Th.D.

Executive Director, Berean Bible Institute

The stated purpose of Berean 
Bible Institute “is to glorify God 
by training faithful Christian 
workmen to become approved 
unto God and not ashamed of 
the distinctive message of God’s 
matchless grace revealed to and 
through the Apostle Paul.”  BBI 
offers a comprehensive three year 
program of instruction to accom-
plish its goal.

First, BBI’s program includes 
an intensive study of the entire  
Bible, in order to give our students 
a working knowledge of both the 
Old and New Testaments.  This 
is imperative to a proper under-
standing of God’s “prophecy” and 
“mystery” programs and their 
relationship to what He is doing 
today.

Second, BBI emphasizes the 
need for personal application of 
the doctrines of grace to the life of 
the individual.  It is vitally impor-
tant for ministers of God’s Word 
to apply the teachings of grace to 
every aspect of day-to-day living, 
both personally and in guiding 

others in how to deal with the 
problems encountered in life.

Third, we provide BBI students 
with instruction in various min-
istry skills, the skills needed to 
prepare them to effectively serve 
God by putting their Bible knowl-
edge into practice.  Included in our 
program are classes on theology, 
Bible interpretation, preaching, 
pastoral ministry, Bible counsel-
ing, song leading, Christian edu-
cation, evangelism, missions, and 
youth ministry.

Fourth, BBI stresses the im-
portance of the local church as 
central to God’s plan and purpose 
for fellowship, edification, and out- 
reach by His people.

BBI holds to the foundational 
doctrines of Biblical Christian- 
ity, stands for and uncompromis-
ingly teaches and preaches “Jesus 
Christ according to the revela-
tion of the mystery,” and provides 
practical ministry training with 
a focus on establishing, edifying, 
and extending the local church.  
Could BBI be for you? 

The BBI Byline

Fall Semester begins August 21, 2006!
For more information about BBI, please contact 

Dr. W. Edward Bedore at: Berean Bible Institute, 
116 S. Kettle Moraine Drive, P.O. Box 587, Slinger, 
WI 53086-0587, phone: (262) 644-5504, fax: (262) 
644-5507, e-mail: bbi@bereanbibleinstitute.org, web 
address: www.bereanbibleinstitute.org.
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You can’t judge a book by its cover, but many people do!  Many oth-
ers judge a website by its design, and so we have updated the layout of 
our BBS site.  Why not pay us a visit at www.bereanbiblesociety.org and 
check out our new look.  Then be sure to join us in prayer that the new 
face that we’ve put on our ministry will encourage web surfers to linger 
long enough to get more than just a taste of grace.

Regrets and Apologies: If you see anything inappropriate or unchar-
acteristic of Berean Bible Society on our website’s Guest Registry, please 
understand that those who post such things do so against our wishes, 
and without any authorization from us.  It is the nature of a guest registry 
that anyone can leave any kind of message they wish, and we have no 
control in the matter.  Webmaster Richard Church makes constant adjust-
ments in an effort to block these messages, and while we sweep for such 
messages regularly, nothing short of constant monitoring could eliminate 
this problem completely.  Thank you for understanding.

St. Louis, Missouri Meetings: The saints at St. Louis Bible Fellowship  
would like to extend to all a cordial invitation to attend their fall Bible con-
ference, scheduled for September 15-17.  Pastor Paul M. Sadler, president 
of Berean Bible Society, will be the guest speaker.  For additional informa-
tion, or to receive a brochure, please contact Pastor Richard Owsley at 
(314) 781-0472 or at rao@fidnet.com.

Community Bible Church of Lena, Wisconsin, is looking for a pastor, 
and covets your prayers for them as they seek a man to shepherd their 
flock.  If you are a pastor who is seeking a Grace church with their own 
church building and a solid core of Grace believers, then CBC just might be  
the place for you.  For more information, contact Community Bible Church, 
7560 S. Hwy. 141, Lena, WI 54139.

Thanks to Missionary Leo Keiper, BBS messages Now That I Believe 
and A Sound Mind are now available in Portuguese.  Both of these mes-
sages were well received in Brazil, and Leo is having trouble keeping these 
booklets on the shelf now that they are in print.  He asked that we thank 
our Searchlight readers who sent contributions to help with the printing, 
which we are happy to do.  You can write Leo at Caixa Postal 473, Rio 
Claro, SP 13500-970 Brazil or at wgmlkeiper@linkway.com.br.

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*Our cover lighthouse photo was taken by John Grove of Simi Valley, 
CA.  The Diamond Head Lighthouse is built on the steep coast cliff of 
the extinct Diamond Head Volcano on Oahu, Hawaii.  Built in 1917, 
the 55 ft. light warns vessels away from the reefs of Waikiki Beach.
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PRICE LIST
BIBLE STUDY BOOKS BY CORNELIUS R. STAM—FOUNDER

(Hardcover—Gold Stamped)
Acts, (Commentary) Volumes I & II........................................................ $20.00 
Acts, (Commentary) Volumes III & IV (w/Bible Index)............................ 20.00 
Author’s Choice, The.................................................................................. 10.00 
Baptism and the Bible...............................................................................   9.00
Colossians (Commentary, w/Bible Index)................................................. 13.00 
I Corinthians (Commentary)..................................................................... 11.00 
II Corinthians (Commentary).................................................................... 11.00
Divine Election and Human Responsibility.............................................   9.00
Hebrews, Who Wrote It and Why?............................................................   9.00 
Holding Fast the Faithful Word (w/Bible Index)...................................... 13.00
Man, His Nature and Destiny................................................................... 11.00
Memoirs of Pastor Cornelius R. Stam, The............................................... 12.00 
Pastoral Epistles (Commentary)............................................................... 11.00 
Paul, His Apostleship and Message (w/Bible Index)................................ 10.00 
Romans (Commentary).............................................................................. 11.00 
Sermon on the Mount, The........................................................................   9.00
Suggestions for Young Pastors..................................................................   9.00 
Thessalonians (Commentary).................................................................... 10.00 
Things That Differ (w/Bible Index)........................................................... 11.00 
True Spirituality (w/Bible Index).............................................................. 10.00 
Two-Fold Purpose of God, The (w/Bible Index)........................................   8.00 
50th Anniversary Memorial......................................................................   Free

(Paperbacks)
Lord’s Supper and the Bible, The.............................................................. $8.00 
Moses and Paul (w/Bible Index)................................................................   8.00 
No Other Doctrine......................................................................................   8.00 
Our Great Commission (w/Bible Index)....................................................   8.00 
Present Peril, The.......................................................................................   8.00 
Satan In Derision.......................................................................................   8.00
Things That Differ (w/Bible Index)...........................................................   9.00

WRITINGS BY PAUL M. SADLER—PRESIDENT
Exploring the Unsearchable Riches of Christ (HC, w/Bible Index)......... $11.00
Life and Letters of the Apostle Peter, The (HC, w/Bible Index)............... 12.00
Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians (HC, w/Bible Index)............................... 15.00
Triumph of His Grace, The (HC, w/Bible Index)...................................... 12.00
According to the Scriptures (Booklet).......................................................   2.00
Are You Secure? (Booklet)..........................................................................   1.00
Historical Beginning of the Church, The (Booklet)..................................   3.00
Institution of Marriage, The (Booklet)......................................................   4.00
Key to Understanding the Scriptures, The (Chart)..................................   0.50
Supernatural Sign Gifts of the Acts Period, The (Booklet)......................   4.00

Ask about our special package offers!

Orders up to $20.00, please add $3.00 for Postage and Handling
Orders over $20.00, please add 15% for Postage and Handling

*Foreign Orders Must be remitted in U. S. Currency
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