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From the Editor to You:

Dearly Beloved,
There is an old saying that still rings true

today, “You can’t tell a book by its cover.”
Insightful!  But, it does make an impres-
sion and first impressions are important.
With this in mind, we are in the process of
giving our literature a new look.  Fear not!
This by no way means that the message of
these works is going to be altered in any-
way.  We stand without apology for the
preaching of Jesus Christ according to the
revelation of the Mystery.

It is imperative, however, to keep pace
with the times so that the appearance of

our literature doesn’t look dated.  This can be a real hindrance to getting
the message out to those who are initially exposed to our materials.
Furthermore, we have been receiving book orders from Amazon.com
and Barnes and Noble who are, as you know, national booksellers.  In
addition we are hoping to place our works with Kregel, Zondervan and
Christian Book Distributors.  Eventually all of our literature will have
the ISBN numbers and bar coding required for the national book houses
to carry our books.  With more and more searching for the truth, we
could well be on the threshold of a major breakthrough exposing thou-
sands of believers to the Word, rightly divided.

Christine Mulholland, one of our BBI students, has graciously agreed
to help us bring the appearance of our literature into the 21st Century.
Christine is a Graphic Design Artist who is well qualified to undertake
the challenge.  Since she will have to juggle this project between her
family and schooling, we’re sure Christine will covet your prayers.

Kevin has already put a new face on twelve of our
tracts as you can see from the example, Don’t Come An
Inch Closer.  In order to put our best foot forward for
the unsaved, we have gone to glossy paper with a four-
color format on the front cover.  They are really eye
catching and we should add that each tract contains a
thought-provoking message of salvation.  For those who
are interested, we are offering a “free sample packet”
of these tracts upon request.  Quantities of one hun-
dred tracts, per title, are also available for $5.00 each.
For an order form, simply drop us a note.

Affectionately, in Christ,

Paul M. Sadler
President
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From Our Mailbag
Acts 14:27

From Nova Scotia, Canada:
“Thank you for faithfully sending the

Berean Searchlight to me for many
years.  However, since I feel that you
are biblically in error over such mat-
ters as baptism and the dispensational
nature of the Sermon on the Mount,
please remove my name from your
mailing list.  I do rejoice that you have
been used of the Lord to lead souls to
the Lord Jesus Christ.”

From Missouri:
“I want to thank you for having sent

me the pamphlet, The Unpardonable Sin.
Finally the subject has been made clear
at last.  Many do not know anything
about dispensations.  I was one of those
people.  Now at last I understand and
am no longer fearful.  My prayer is that
others may receive this pamphlet which
will end their fear and torment.”

From Florida:
“I received Paul’s Epistle to the Eph-

esians yesterday and was so happy.  It’s
a beautiful book.  More important the
few chapters I have read so far are so
good.  I thank God for Pastor Sadler and
Pastor Stam.  The Lord has really given
these men so much insight.  I am look-
ing forward to meeting them in heaven.”

From Hawaii:
“In the 70’s I received certification

from Martin Luther College in New
Ulen, MN and taught in the elementary
school in Yakima, WA for five years.
Paul’s teachings are very important to
me and several times I have been able
to answer some tricky questions in
Bible study because of the material I’ve
received from you.  Thank you.”

From Iowa:
“I am enjoying the articles on I & II

Peter.  I hope James is next.  It is about
time grace teaching on these epistles is
being presented.  Keep up the great
Grace Work.”  (We agree that this has
been long, long overdue.  In fact, this
series has given new meaning to a
grassroots effort.  Ed.)

GOD’S BLESSING
ON BBS MINISTRIES

From Illinois:
“Thank you for leading me to Christ.”

From Australia:
“Please send us 20 of the Ephesians

Commentary.  We have waited many
years for it.  As for the Searchlight, it is
attractive, it is just the right size, the
type is easy to read and it is always a
blessing.”

From Ohio:
“I’m a 77 year old ex-marine ser-

geant of WWII & Korean vintage and
feel qualified to say that the COM-
MANDER-IN-CHIEF is well pleased
with the way you presented Him in your
commentary on Ephesians.  I am sure
there must have been times when you
wished there were 28 hour days, but you
got the job done for His glory and that’s
what matters.  Congratulations on a job
well done.  Take an extra coffee break
today.”  (YES, SIR!!!  Ed.)

From the Internet:
“Thank you so much for the use of

your lending library and prompt service.
I thoroughly enjoyed listening to the
tapes and will be looking forward to bor-
rowing more tapes in the future.”

From Wyoming:
“I’ve been moved recently to write

and express my deep appreciation for
your teaching.  You folks have faithfully
sent me the Berean Searchlight since
September 1997 and I do thank you.  As
I’ve matured spiritually, those lessons
in the Searchlight have helped clarify
some life-long teachings.  What a bless-
ing it has been to be taught nothing but
the doctrines of Grace for over 30 years!
What a responsibility to share it with
others.”

From North Carolina:
“I live in a town with no known Grace

believers and without your monthly
publication and book offerings, I would
be in a terrible situation spiritually.  I
thank the Lord Jesus Christ for your
ministry.  He is faithful.”
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From Oregon:
“Want to let you know we enjoy the

Berean Searchlight.  It is such a joy ev-
ery month.  Thanks for sending it to us
so faithfully and I’ve been reading your
new book on Ephesians.  Just received
it this past week and have read half of
it.  It is such a good book; I hate to put
it down.  I just want to read and read.
Thank you for writing this new book.
It is very good.  I pray lots of people
will read it.”

From New York:
“While I never have fully understood

your rightly dividing the Word of truth,
etc., we do have the common belief in
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  But I
do read some of your articles in the
Berean Searchlight and thus the small
contribution towards its continuance to
me.  The December ’99 issue, page 19,
The Lighter Side was great.  I’d like to
see more stuff like that.”

From Iowa:
“Just a line to let you know how I

enjoy my Searchlight.  I hope that
what I am sending you will help some
in the printing and sending out of the
Searchlight.”

From Ohio:
“Impressed and blessed by your 60th

Anniversary Edition that came today.
Great issue—great articles and each one
definitive and valuable.  Kudos to you
and all the brethren.”  (We have received
many such glowing reports regarding
the March issue.  Several have inquired
if it would be possible to go to a four-
color glossy format every month.  It is
under consideration at this time to in-
clude glossy paper as a standard for-
mat for the Searchlight.  Ed.)

From California:
“Many thanks for all your booklets

of guidance and inspiration.  Just a
small offering to help where needed.”

From Virginia:
“I truly need to take a minute to tell

you that I honestly thank God for you
guys.  The Searchlight that you publish
is a true gift from God.”

From Washington:
“I look forward to receiving the

Searchlight for it’s rightly dividing the
Word of truth.  I just got around to read-
ing the Dec. ’99 issue with its article on
The Wise Men by Paul Sadler; and Dr.
Stam’s comments on the birth of Christ
(very good for the soul)....I’m a very ac-
tive 80 year old and this article touched
my heart—it’s a long story.  God bless
you all.”

From Pennsylvania:
“Just received Paul’s Epistle to the

Ephesians.  What a joy to read and study
with the Bible open.  Thank you so much
for your work on this.  Enclosed is a gift,
use where it is needed most.”

From Wisconsin:
“It’s time again to share in the work

of our wonderful Lord….Oh my, WHAT
would we do without Him?  The Search-
light has arrived and thanks again for
all the good things therein!  Is what John
writes in his epistles (I, II, III John) for
the circumcision...It certainly sounds
like it, but is it?”  (Yes, I personally be-
lieve that James through Revelation
was written to the circumcision.  These
writings consistently follow the pro-
phetic theme.  Ed.)

From Oregon:
“Enclosed is a love gift for the min-

istry.  Your love of the Truth is greatly
appreciated.”

From Pennsylvania:
“Thanks so much for your books.

They are a real blessing.  When I can send
a donation, it will be there.  I wish I could
send thousands.  Keep up the precious
work.  We just keep looking up!”

“These [Bereans] were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in
that they received the Word with all readiness of mind, and searched
the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so.”       —Acts 17:11
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The Life and Letters of the
Apostle Peter (Part IV)

By Paul M. Sadler

“Who are kept by the power of
God through faith unto salvation
ready to be revealed in the last
time.”

—I Peter 1:5

The salvation of Israel is two-
dimensional.  The physical side of
her deliverance was always para-
mount in the minds of most Jews,
especially those of the dispersion.
Historically she had suffered un-
speakable atrocities, which left her
clinging tenaciously to the promise
of Zacharias: “Blessed be the Lord
God of Israel; for He hath...raised
up an horn of salvation for us in the
house of His servant David...that
we should be saved from our en-
emies, and from the hand of all that
hate us” (Luke 1:68-71).  As we
know, Peter was charged with the
spiritual side of things, calling
upon his hearers shortly after Pen-
tecost to “repent ye therefore, and
be converted, that your sins may
be blotted out, when the times of
refreshing shall come from the
presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19).

Both of these elements of Israel’s
salvation are future, which helps to
explain Peter’s “time phrases” in his
epistles, such as, “ready to be re-
vealed in the last time,” “receiving
the end of your faith,” “hope to the
end,” etc. (I Pet. 1:5,9,13).  The “last
time” and “the end” Peter speaks of
here are the last days of prophecy
that have been temporarily inter-
rupted by the present age of grace.
Consequently, the Hebrew race, in-
cluding every detail of their re-
demption, is being preserved by the
power of God until Christ returns

in glory to establish His millennial
kingdom.

“Wherein ye greatly rejoice,
though now for a season, if need be,
ye are in heaviness through mani-
fold temptations” (I Pet. 1:6).

While those of the dispersion re-
joiced in the day of their coming visi-
tation, they found themselves in the
midst of fiery trials, for the time
then present.  This is one of the mys-
terious paradoxes of the Christian
faith.  Normally, far too much value
is placed upon the temporal things
of this life.  A man who has been
told he has a terminal illness sud-
denly has little interest in the pos-
sessions he has amassed over the
years.  With death on his brow, his
thoughts immediately turn to spir-
itual things.  This is one of the ben-
efits of trials, they tend to focus our
attention on that which is eternal.

In regard to Peter’s hearers, who
were dangling over the fires of per-
secution, he was happy to learn that
they were rejoicing in hope in spite
of their “heaviness through mani-
fold temptations.”  In the original
language, the term “manifold” re-
fers to the various types of trials
they were enduring, not their num-
ber.  According to Vine, the Gr. word
peirasmos, “temptations” was like
a coat of many colors, it included
trials, testings, and solicitations to
do evil.  So then, these dear saints
were enduring different kinds of
trials, testings, and solicitations
for faithfully proclaiming the king-
dom gospel.  The Prophetic Scrip-
tures contain many examples of
such temptations.
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TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS
Few have undergone as many

trials as Job.  After Satan charged
God with placing a hedge about
His servant, God delivered Job into
his hands, with the stipulation that
his life was not to be taken.  Satan
wasted no time in devising a ma-
niacal plan to destroy Job’s confi-
dence in God.  Shortly thereafter,
Job’s sons and daughters perished
during a violent storm.  While he
was recovering from this news a
messenger came to inform him that
enemies, which he probably didn’t
even know he had, plundered his
herds and killed his servants.  As
he was speaking, another messen-
ger appeared to tell Job that fire
came out of heaven and consumed
his flocks of sheep and those who
tended them.

What would be your response if
all your children were taken from
you in a moment of time and you
suffered the financial loss of every-
thing?  This is precisely what hap-
pened to Job, yet he never wavered
nor charged God foolishly.  So Sa-
tan appeared again before God to
raise the stakes.  In essence, he said,
allow me to touch his flesh and he
will curse you to your face.  If you
touch a man’s flesh, you have his
undivided attention!  “So went Sa-
tan forth from the presence of the
LORD, and smote Job with sore boils
from the sole of his foot unto his
crown.  And he took him a potsherd
to scrape himself withal; and he sat
down among the ashes” (Job 2:7,8).

Job could have easily related to
the words of the modern day poet:
“It was pain that knocked upon my
door, and said that she had come
to stay.  Though I would not wel-
come her, but bade her to go away,
she entered in, and like my own
shadow she followed me.  And from

her stabbing, stinging sword no
moment was I free.”  The patriarch’s
endurance through these trials gave
God an occasion to demonstrate His
faithfulness.  Trials are skillful in-
structors.  The practical lesson that
Job learned through the ordeal was
patience.  It also gave him the oppor-
tunity to show his devotion to God,
which will result in eternal glory.

Trials can also come in the form
of persecution from the world.  You
will recall the time King Nebuchad-
nezzar decreed that all the inhab-
itants of Babylon were to fall down
and worship the golden image he
had erected to himself.  Ancient rul-
ers often believed themselves to be
a god or an extension of the gods.
Thus, anyone who failed to bow be-
fore the image of Nebuchadnezzar
was under the sentence of death.

Since certain unbelieving Chal-
deans were envious of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, because
they held lofty positions in the king’s
affairs, they informed Nebuchad-
nezzar that certain Jews refused to
worship his image.  In the midst of
a sea of people who prostrated them-
selves, these three noble Hebrew
young men stood out like three
white marble pillars on the desert
plain.  They were obedient to God’s
commandment, “Thou shalt have
no other gods before me” (Ex. 20:3).
Essentially, they refused to compro-
mise that which they knew was
right and pleasing to God.

Nebuchadnezzar was so infuri-
ated with his Hebrew subjects he
commanded that the city furnace
be heated to seven times its normal
temperature.  It was so hot that those
who took Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego to the entrance perished.
Imagine Nebuchadnezzar’s surprise
when he saw four men, the fourth
being the Son of God, walking in
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the midst of the fiery furnace.  God
delivered his servants from sure
death that fateful day.  Moreover,
“the fire had no power, nor was an
hair of their head singed, neither
were their coats changed, nor the
smell of fire had passed on them”
(Dan. 3:27).

The power of God is able to de-
liver His own from the jaws of
death as this trial poignantly dem-
onstrates.  Of course, the practical
lesson our three Hebrew friends
learned was that God delights in
obedience.  In the words of Samuel,
“Hath the LORD as great delight
in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as
in obeying the voice of the LORD?
Behold, to obey is better than sac-
rifice, and to hearken than the fat
of rams” (I Sam. 15:22).

When we think of being tested of
God, Abraham probably comes to
mind.  God instructed Abraham to
offer his son, the son of his love, as
a burnt offering on Mount Moriah.
Only a well seasoned, tested man of
faith would be able to bear up under
such circumstances.  Abraham was
one such man.  Without hesitation
he arose early the next morning and
he and Isaac made the three-day
journey to the place where the sac-
rifice was to be offered.  Faith rises
early to fulfill the Word of God.

At this time Isaac was about 24
years of age; therefore he could
have easily overthrown the purpose
of his aged father.  But he, too, was
being tested.   God was preparing
the metal from which a great na-
tion would soon be forged.  Upon
learning the will of God, Isaac vol-
untarily agreed to lay down his life
in obedience to his father’s will.

Would have Abraham actually
offered his only begotten son?  Ab-
solutely!  In fact, the knife was
probably in the downward motion

when the angel of the Lord stopped
him saying: “Lay not thine hand
upon the lad, neither do thou any
thing unto him: for now I know that
thou fearest God, seeing thou hast
not withheld thy son, thine only son
from me,” that is, from the Lord.

God always leaves a way of es-
cape when testing His own.  It is
often overlooked, but God had pre-
viously told Abraham that if he of-
fered his son as a burnt offering,
He would raise him from the dead
(Heb. 11:17-19).  Isaac undoubtedly
understood this as well.  This par-
ticular trial shows that God is mer-
ciful and will always honor His
Word.  Abraham believed God,
which won him the distinct privi-
lege of being the “father of all them
that believe.”  The practical lesson
we glean from this trial is that faith
is always well pleasing to God.

A trial may also take the form of
a temptation.  Since this would be
contrary to God’s nature, such so-
licitations to evil are the devices of
Satan.  After Joseph was sold into
Egypt, Potiphar, an officer of Pha-
raoh who was the captain of the
guard, purchased him.  Everything
that Joseph put his hand to pros-
pered; consequently, Potiphar placed
him as the chief overseer of all that
he possessed.  The Lord dealt favor-
ably with Joseph, but Satan sought
to diminish God’s favor through an
alluring temptation.

As Joseph was tending to the af-
fairs of his master’s house, Poti-
phar’s wife tried to seduce him.

“God
delights in

obedience.”
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“And it came to pass after these
things, that his master’s wife cast
her eyes upon Joseph; and she said,
lie with me.  But he refused, and
said unto his master’s wife...There
is none greater in this house than
I; neither hath he kept back any
thing from me but thee, because
thou art his wife: how then can I
do this great wickedness, and sin
against God?  And it came to pass,
as she spake to Joseph day by day,
that he hearkened not unto her, to
lie by her, or to be with her.... And
she caught him by his garment,
saying, lie with me: and he left his
garment in her hand, and fled, and
got him out” (Gen. 39:7-12).

Notice, that as the temptation
was unfolding Joseph kept his eyes
upon the Lord.  In reply to her se-
duction, Joseph essentially says
that such an adulterous relation-
ship, in addition to being a great
wickedness, was a sin against God.
He could not bear the thought of
grieving the heart of God who had
been so gracious to him.  But he
was human and subject to like pas-
sions as anyone else.  Joseph’s re-
sponse to the temptation was the
proper one; he fled like a rabbit
being pursued by a bloodhound.
When temptation wraps her warm
embrace around a would-be victim,
the only way to avoid her deadly
clutches is to flee; otherwise guilt
will become an unwanted friend.
Flee from her presence to the safety
of God’s Word.

Temptations give God the oppor-
tunity to show forth His longsuf-
fering.  Joseph’s correct response to
it demonstrated his love for the
Lord, not to sin against God.  The
practical lesson here is to never
take your eyes off of the Lord, be-
cause self enjoys the company of
temptation!

THE FURNACE OF
AFFLICTION

“Wherein ye greatly rejoice,
though now for a season, if need be,
ye are in heaviness through mani-
fold temptations: That the trial of
your faith, being much more pre-
cious than of gold that perisheth,
though it be tried with fire, might
be found unto praise and honor
and glory at the appearing of Jesus
Christ” (I Pet. 1:6,7).

Like the foregoing patriarchs,
Peter says to his readers that the
trial of their faith was more pre-
cious than gold that has been puri-
fied.  The goldsmith subjects gold,
the most precious of all metals, to
such intense heat that the impuri-
ties in the metal surface to the top.
After the impurities are removed
all that remains is pure gold.  Thus,
Peter would have his hearers un-
derstand that even though they
were enduring the furnace of afflic-
tion, there was a purpose; appar-
ently certain areas of their lives
needed purifying.

God was removing the impuri-
ties of sin and unbelief through the
refining process of testings, which
make the believer more trustwor-
thy and dependable.  As it has been
correctly said, “God is looking for
faithful, dependable workers, not
necessarily gifted, educated, or
cultured ones.  Christian suffering
is one of the most potent means to
this end.”1  Notice that Peter states
that the trial of their faith was
“more precious than of gold that
perisheth.”  In other words, faith
that has been approved of God was
of a far greater value than gold that
perishes, implying that it would be
to their eternal benefit.

In time past, many of the Old
Testament prophesies had both a
short term and long term view.
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Sometimes both were fulfilled in
the prophet’s lifetime, but more of-
ten than not, there was hundreds
and sometimes thousands of years
between the two.  We believe the
same can be said regarding Peter’s
instructions here in I and II Peter.
They were not only timely for those
of the dispersion; his counsel will
also be consoling to his countrymen
who live through the coming day
of the Lord.

Peter speaks of their period of
suffering as being “for a season.”
That is, a brief or short period,
which we know was the case in the
first century.  But the same can be
said of the coming Tribulation pe-
riod that will span seven years.  It,
too, is a little season (See Rev. 6:11).
This is the period known as Jacob’s
Trouble.  Interestingly, Peter uses
the exact same Greek word found
in Revelation 3:10, “the hour of
temptation,” when he speaks of the
manifold temptations that they
were called upon to endure.  The
hour of temptation refers to the
coming Tribulation, specifically the
latter half of it known as the Great
Tribulation.

Peter’s illustration of the trial of
their faith being more precious
than gold wasn’t without rhyme
or reason.  It finds its source in a
prophetic utterance made by  the
prophet.  Zechariah says concern-
ing Israel’s future time of trouble:
“And I will bring the third part
through the fire, and will refine
them as silver is refined, and will
try them as gold is tried: they shall
call on my name, and I will hear
them: I will say, It is my people: and
they shall say, The LORD is my
God” (Zech. 13:9).

As we have seen, the patriarchs
of old suffered many trials and temp-
tations, and the future Tribulation

saints will experience the same,
but with greater frequency and in-
tensity.  In fact, our Lord said of
that time, if those days were not
shortened all flesh would be de-
stroyed from the face of the earth.
Peter’s desire for his readers was
that their faith “might [may] be
found unto praise and honor and
glory at the appearing of Jesus
Christ.”  Thus, the full disclosure
of what these sufferings have
achieved in the lives of the king-
dom saints will not be revealed
until the Second Coming of Christ.
At that day, they will receive the
commendation of God, “well done,
thou good and faithful servant.”

“Whom having not seen, ye love;
in whom, though now ye see Him
not, yet believing, ye rejoice with
joy unspeakable and full of glory”
(I Pet. 1:8).

Peter is careful here to use the
pronoun “you” instead of “we.”  As
an apostle of the kingdom, he had
seen the Lord and spent the bet-
ter part of three years with the
Master.  But these dear saints of
the dispersion never had that privi-
lege, yet they loved Him and were
rejoicing with unspeakable joy.

Unlike Thomas who refused to
believe until he saw the resurrected
Christ, these saints believed hav-
ing never seen Him.  Thus, there is
an added blessing for all that have
believed on Him but never laid eyes
upon the glory of His presence.
“Jesus saith unto him, Thomas,
because thou hast seen Me, thou
hast believed: blessed are they that
have not seen, and yet have be-
lieved” (John 20:29).

To Be Continued!

Endnote
1. Word Studies in the Greek New Tes-

tament, Kenneth Wuest, Vol. II, pages 26,27.
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Freedom From Anger
By Pastor John Fredericksen

Conflict is a part of life.  It is
inevitable that we will face

situations that will evoke the hot
emotion of anger within us.  When
this happens, we’re not alone.  Ev-
eryone experiences anger from time
to time.  In fact, many individuals
in the Bible became angry.  Remem-
ber when Moses returned from Mt.
Siani with the ten commandments
written by the finger of God upon
tablets of stone?  Upon seeing the
idolatry and nakedness of Israel, in
anger he broke those tablets (Ex.
32:19).  Remember when the ark
of God was being moved on a cart
and Uzzah touched the ark to keep
it from falling (II Sam. 6:6)?  The
Lord immediately struck him dead
for touching what was holy, but
David became angry with God over
Uzzah’s life being taken.  Remem-
ber the Scriptures often refer to the
Lord as being angry (i.e. righteous
anger)?  Psalm 7:11 tells us, “God
is angry with the wicked every day.”
Mark 3:5 also refers to the Savior
who “looked round about on them
(the Pharisees) with anger, being
grieved for their hardness of heart.”

With these examples in mind, we
should not be surprised when we
sense anger in ourselves or see an-
ger in others.  In fact, it would be
unrealistic not to expect to have
some angry interaction even with
those who are close to us in life.
With family and close friends we
have more frequent contact, have
higher expectations, and feel more
at ease to be frank about everything.
Sometimes this familiarity brings
conflict, but it’s normal especially
in families.  Remember when
Miriam and Aaron “spake against

Moses” (in Num. 12:1) because of
his wife and position of leadership?
Even families and friends some-
times have conflicts that result in
an angry outburst.  When this hap-
pens, it does not mean we don’t love
the one who is the object of our an-
ger, or that we’re not loved when we
face the anger of another.  It doesn’t
even mean that the emotion of an-
ger is wrong in itself.  What it does
mean, however, is that a problem
exists that must be handled in a
mature and godly manner.  To help
us know how to deal with these dif-
ficult situations, God has provided
principles in His Word to guide us.
If we choose to apply these prin-
ciples, relationships can be pre-
served, the Lord will be honored,
and our lives will be happier.  So
let’s discover what God has to say
about how to deal with anger and
choose to follow His counsels.

Choose to be Slow to Anger.
No one can make us become angry,
we allow ourselves this indulgence.
God expects each of us to have “rule
over his own spirit” (Prov. 25:28).
That means we must not allow our-
selves to become easily or often pro-
voked.  Young people today would
say, “take a chill pill.”  God puts it
this way: “he that is slow to anger
is better than the mighty: and he
that ruleth his spirit than he that
taketh a city” (Prov. 16:32).  Anger
quite often leads to a loss of con-
trol in things we say and do.  Un-
fortunately we can’t take either
back, and we can do irreparable
damage.  So memorize verses like
Proverbs 14:29, “he that is slow
to wrath is of great understand-
ing, but he that is hasty of spirit
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exalteth folly.”  (See also Eccl. 7:9;
James 1:19).

Choose to Avoid Friendships
With Angry People.  Like it or not,
we are influenced by those with
whom we spend time.  Bad attitudes,
being easily offended, and quick tem-
pered responses are things that will
easily rub off on us.  That’s why God’s
counsel is “make no friendship with
an angry man; and with a furious
man thou shalt not go: lest thou learn
his ways, and get a snare to thy soul”
(Prov. 22:24).  We can save ourselves,
our friends, and our families a lot
of unnecessary grief by following
this simple rule from the Lord.

Choose to Carefully Consider
if your Anger is Le-
gitimate.  For all of
us, the truth is that
many times our an-
ger is not warranted.
We’re quite capable of
being too easily agi-
tated, having wrong
perceptions, making
mountains out of mole
hills, or simply hav-
ing a wrong attitude.
When God’s servant
Jonah fled from the
task he’d been entrusted with,
“then said the Lord, doest thou well
to be angry” (Jonah 4:4).  Like Jonah,
we too can have a wrong perspec-
tive in things, and become angry
when it is entirely unnecessary.  A
reasonable and godly response, at
the onset of angry emotions, is to
think the matter through from both
sides, and listen carefully to what
others are trying to tell us.

Choose to Delay Actions and
Words Until in Control.  One of
the worst things to do when we’re
upset is to react immediately.  De-
laying any response, even for a few
moments, gives us an opportunity

to pray about what to say, and how
to handle our situation correctly.
As believers, we need to strive for
godliness even in stressful situa-
tions.  If we’re not in control of our-
selves or able to allow God to control
what and how much we say—then
we’re not ready to proceed.  When
the time is right our words should
be limited and chosen very carefully.
Our standard must be that of Prov-
erbs 29:11, “a fool uttereth all his
mind, but a wise man keepeth it in
till afterwards.”

Choose to Avoid Sinful Re-
sponses.  In Christ, we have both
the capability, and the responsibil-
ity to avoid sinful responses.  The

Lord tells us when we
are angry to “sin not,”
(Eph. 4:26a).  During
times of heightened
emotions we’re more
vulnerable to sin and
excess.  Threats, shout-
ing, violence, hurtful
words, and attempts to
get even are natural re-
sponses to anger.  But
believers have a higher
calling and must choose
to do right.  Therefore,

Psalm 37:8 urges us to “cease from
anger and forsake wrath, fret not
thyself in any way to do evil.”  Even
when we’ve been wronged, we must
do what is right.

Choose Confrontation When
Warranted.  We’re going to be
pretty hard to live with if we travel
this road too often.  But sometimes
it’s really necessary.  When the Co-
rinthians were guilty of flagrant
sin, Paul wrote them a strong let-
ter confronting them with their
wrongs.  But notice he did so out of
“anguish of heart” (II Cor. 2:4).  He
certainly did not relish the task.
Moreover, his goal was not merely
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to give them a piece of his mind.
In every line you can see that his
goal was RESTORATION, with
both his words and tone enhancing
that goal.  When it is necessary, and
when done correctly, let’s remember
two standards to follow: “if a man
be overtaken in a fault...restore
such an one in a spirit of meekness”
(Gal. 6:1), and whenever possible,
“debate thy cause with thy neigh-
bor himself, and discover not a se-
cret to another” (Prov. 25:9).

Choose to Respond Softly to
Anger.  This does not mean that
you allow others to walk over you
or that you give the appearance of
being wrong.  It simply means that
you are choosing to deal with your
anger, or the anger of another, in a
Christlike way.  Moreover, the ap-
proach of a bull in a china closet will
only aggravate everyone, and makes
any constructive resolution more
difficult.  But calm words with a
calm approach will set the stage for
meaningful dialogue, therefore, we
must remember, “a soft answer
turneth away wrath, but grievous
words stirreth up strife” (Prov. 15:1).

Choose to Pass Over an Of-
fence when Possible.  We always
have this option, and it should be
exercised more often than any other.
Doing so demonstrates maturity,
love, spiritual growth, and balance.
An unwillingness or inability to al-
low love to “cover the multitude of
sins” (I Pet. 4:8), or annoyances we
find in others, reveals that many
times the real problem is with our-
self, more than anyone else.  Prov-
erbs 19:11 explains “the discretion
of a man deferreth his anger: and it
is his glory to pass over a transgres-
sion.”  Making this decision does
not mean we deny being hurt, or
agree with a wrong.  It means we
are choosing to be guided by love,

that we’re allowing God to right
any wrong, and trusting God to en-
able us to forgive without holding
a grudge.  When possible, this is a
liberating decision that leads to our
own spiritual growth, not to men-
tion greater harmony with others.

The subject of dealing with an-
ger is complicated enough that
other pertinent things could also
be included.  Some might suggest
making a commitment to always
ask for forgiveness once realizing
we were wrong.  Others believe
some kind of an accountability sys-
tem to family or a mature Christian,
helps.  In unresolved instances of
anger, biblical precedence exists for
appealing to members of the local
church in an attempt to find a bet-
ter resolution.  Each of the above
suggestions can serve as a deter-
rent to anger, and an incentive to
strive for restoration.

If God has spoken to your heart
about the problem of anger and the
excesses that accompany it, then
praise His holy name!  You have
just taken the first step toward vic-
tory.  Now, despite any failures in
the past, DON’T GIVE UP; LOOK
UP to God in prayer, asking Him to
help you find freedom from anger
by implementing the biblical prin-
ciples we’ve just studied.  He’s wait-
ing for your cry, and when you come
to Him with a sincere heart He “is
able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think, ac-
cording to the power that worketh
in us” (Eph. 3:20).

“...calm words with
a calm approach

will set the stage for
meaningful dialogue....”
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Repentance and Grace
By Cornelius R. Stam

No careful student of the
Scriptures will deny that

the salvation of a sinner is impos-
sible apart from repentance, for
the simple reason that repentance,
in the New Testament sense, sig-
nified simply a change of mind
(especially morally).

When the sinner is convicted by
the Holy Spirit of the seriousness
of sin and of judgment, and cries
to the Lord to save him, he has, of
course, repented, or changed his
mind.

Many of God’s servants, how-
ever, considering only the fact that
sinners need such a change of
mind, conclude that the way to pro-
duce the greatest results in their
ministry is to stress repentance.

Those who make repentance
their theme today do so because
they have failed to learn the les-
son which God has demonstrated
historically.  They cry to men to
change their minds and hearts,
forgetting that the goodness of
God leads to repentance (Rom.
2:4).  God has demonstrated, his-
torically, the fact that when men
are given holy laws to keep they
only break them, and when they
are called upon to repent of their
transgressions they only become
angry.  What man therefore needs
is the grace of God, not only to ac-
complish his salvation for him, but
also to touch his heart and make
him willing to receive it.  This is
why we contend that in every dis-
pensation man has been saved
essentially by grace through faith,1

though this was not “manifested”

until “due time,” through the Apos-
tle Paul (I Tim. 2:6,7).

One thing is certain: that evan-
gelists who would bring us back
to the gospels and to Pentecost;
who insist that repentance is the
message for the hour, should cease
talking only in generalities and
should dare to preach it as it was
preached when it was in order.

When John the Baptist preached
repentance, he was specific.  He
dealt with the particular sins of
the publicans, the soldiers, and
the common people.  He drove the
Pharisees and Sadducees away
from his baptism, calling them a
“generation of vipers” and de-
manded “fruits meet for repen-
tance.”  He faced even Herod the
king, rebuking him for living with
his brother’s wife and “for all the
evils which he had done.”

When our Lord preached repen-
tance He too was specific, warn-
ing the people against the very
leaders of His day and pronounc-
ing woes upon them to their faces,
listing the particular sins of which
they were guilty (Matt. 23).

When Peter preached repen-
tance at Pentecost he also was
specific, charging Israel, and es-
pecially her rulers, with the cru-
cifixion of Christ.

This is all in striking contrast
to what some of our most popular
evangelists are doing today as they
preach a little grace and a little
repentance; neither with true
spiritual power.  Those who are
supposed to be “calling America to
repentance” are very careful not
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1. See the author’s book: “Things That

Differ.”

to be too specific.  One of them,
speaking in Washington, D.C.,
said: “We do not point our finger
at anyone.”  If it is God’s plan to-
day to call the nations, and this
particular nation, to repentance,
Washington would surely be one
place to be specific.

We do not deny that some who
stress repentance are getting peo-
ple saved, but we insist that they
are not getting them saved by
preaching repentance, but by
whatever of the gospel of grace
their message may contain.

Let us then take our place with
the Apostle Paul, to whom the
twelve, through their leaders,
turned over their Gentile minis-
try (Gal. 2:2-9) and who said by
divine inspiration:

“For I speak to you Gentiles, in-
asmuch as I am the apostle of the
Gentiles; I magnify mine office”
(Rom. 11:13).

Satan would, of course, oppose
and oppress us for preaching God’s

message for sinners today, the
undiluted, unadulterated gospel
of the grace of God, but when he
does, let us again join Paul in say-
ing with all our hearts:

“But none of these things move
me, neither count I my life dear
unto myself, so that I might finish
my course with joy, and the minis-
try which I have received of the
Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of
the grace of God” (Acts 20:24).

And, as we do this faithfully, sin-
ners will repent; they will change
their minds, not because we de-
manded it of them or even ex-
horted them to do it, but because,
as we preached the glory of Christ’s
finished work and the wonder of
God’s love and grace, the Holy
Spirit opened their eyes to see it,
and their hearts to receive it.

QUESTION BOX
“What does the apostle mean in Romans 3:3,4 when he states,

‘What if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of
God without effect? God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a
liar’ ”?

Essentially, Paul is saying that God is faithful to honor His Word
no matter what man says or believes.  For example, even though the
evolutionist denies the existence of God and believes that life evolved
on earth, it in no way changes the fact that God is the Creator and
Sustainer of all things.  If a child of God wavers in his belief regard-
ing the resurrection, this doesn’t alter the truth that God will raise
the dead.

Thus saith the Lord, “For the trumpet shall sound, and the dead
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this cor-
ruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on im-
mortality” (I Cor. 15:52,53).  Although a man may lose hope, God is
still faithful to fulfill His promises.  Therefore, “let God be true, but
every man a liar.” —Pastor Sadler
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The Kingdom of God
Of Prophecy and of “The Mystery”

By Roland N. Icke, M.D.

Most of Scripture is con-
cerned with the prophe-

sied Kingdom of God, also called
the Kingdom of Heaven in Mat-
thew’s Gospel.  Prophecy and its
fulfillment under the Messiah
have primary reference to God’s
sovereignly-chosen people, Israel.
The specific Kingdom, called the
“Kingdom of His dear Son,” “…of
His Christ,” was not prophesied.
God’s eternal purpose to save
Gentiles in a joint body with Jews
was “Hid in God” as a sacred se-
cret (“the mystery”) until fulfilled.
This mystery was revealed there-
after by the glorified Christ,
through Paul’s epistles.

Alva J. McClain wrote in “The
Greatness of the Kingdom,” p. 284:
“The events attending the appear-
ance of the Messianic King in-
dicate a literal identity between
the Kingdom preached in the Gos-
pels and that of Old Testament
prophecy.”1

There is at least one phase of
the Kingdom of God which is
equivalent to the Kingdom of
Heaven.  This has reference to the
prophetic Kingdom about which
Jesus and His Apostles preached
while He was with them on earth,
and which they preached during
the early Acts period.  He was pro-
claimed to be Israel’s Messiah and
King, the Heir promised to David
(II Sam. 7:16), and the Son prom-
ised to Mary (Luke 1:31-33).  He
was “the Christ,” concerning whom
the prophets spoke (Isa. 9:7, and
chapter 53).

The term “Kingdom of Heaven”
is used more than 30 times in the
Gospel of Matthew, and the term
“Kingdom of God” is used in more
than 70 other references.  Some-
times these refer to the same
Kingdom and at other times they
are different.  This leads to the
conclusion that the designation
“Kingdom of God” is a universal
term.  It includes the Kingdom of
Heaven and all other aspects of
God’s jurisdiction over His cre-
ation, whether animal, vegetable,
mineral, life, matter, energy, light
or time.  In these cases, the con-
text often reveals a more specific
designation.  There are many as-
pects and phases of “The Kingdom.”
No single definition is adequate
for all these broad terms.  God had
a Theocratic Kingdom in the past.
His prophesied Theocratic (Messi-
anic) Kingdom was “at hand” when
Christ was on earth.  It is now in
absentia but it will be restored af-
ter the tribulation, established in
“the millennium,” and continue in
eternity.  Today, believers are mem-
bers of the unprophesied Kingdom
(to be considered later).

Though sometimes having un-
certain meaning, the term “King-
dom of Heaven” (used only in
Matthew’s Gospel) could have
been used interchangeably with
“Kingdom of God” in the following
Scripture references:

Mark 1:14,15: “the kingdom of
God is at hand.”

Luke 8:1: “glad tidings of the
Kingdom of God.”
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Luke 9:2: “sent them to preach
the kingdom of God.”

Luke 10:9: “The kingdom of God
is come nigh unto you.”

Luke 21:31: “The kingdom of God
is nigh at hand.”

Luke 23:51: “ waited for the king-
dom of God.”

His Kingdom, foretold in Old
Testament prophecies, was ac-
tively proclaimed as at hand and
partially fulfilled during the earthly
presence of Jesus of Nazareth.  It
will be  fulfilled completely in the
future.  God’s Kingdom of today is
not found in the Old Testament
Scriptures (Eph. 3:5,9; Col. 1:13),
though its salvation aspect was
anticipated by types,  patterns, and
symbolic ordinances.  The mystery
aspect was progressively revealed
after Calvary and fits into the
present unprophesied interval dur-
ing which “blindness in part is hap-
pened to Israel,” until the “fullness
of the Gentiles be come in” (Rom.
11:25).  The rest of these prophe-
cies will then be fulfilled.  “That
in the dispensation of the fullness
of the times, He might gather to-
gether in one, all things in Christ,
both which are in heaven, and
which are on earth, even in Him”
(Eph. 1:10).  Our effort is limited
to the consideration of these two
aspects of God’s Kingdom, one
prophesied and one unprophesied.
All aspects of His Kingdom are
according to God’s eternal purpose
(Eph. 2:7, 3:10,11).

As His representative, Adam
was given dominion over all God’s
earthly creation (Gen. 1:26-29).
By disobedience, Adam forfeited
his administrative right to Satan,
giving him domination of all sub-
sequent earthly systems of world

government (Luke 4:6,7).  “This
continuous warfare between Sa-
tan and God is the key to discern-
ing the ultimate purpose of world
history.  Satan’s purpose is to over-
throw God and usurp His place as
the unique sovereign of the uni-
verse.  God’s ultimate purpose is
to demonstrate that He only (the
Creator) is the ultimate sover-
eign.”2  God allowed that chal-
lenge.  By undeniable restoration
at Calvary He proved to all crea-
tures in heaven and earth that He
has supreme authority over all
that He created (II Cor. 5:19,21;
Rev. 4:11, 11:15, 12:9-11).

In sovereign grace, God chose
Abram (Abraham) out of heathen
idolatry, and gave him an uncon-
ditional promise.  Abraham was
promised (1) a land (extending
from the Nile to the Euphrates
rivers (Gen. 15:18) and from Leb-
anon and the Euphrates to the
Mediterranean Sea (Deut. 11:24));
(2) A great name; and (3) Bless-
ings for Abraham (and through
him to all families (nations) of the
earth).  The promise was confirmed
and continued through Isaac (not
Ishmael), through Jacob (not
Esau), and applied through his
twelve sons to their descendants
who became the nation, Israel.

God made a conditional cove-
nant to make Israel (not the Gen-
tiles) a “peculiar treasure unto me
above all people…and you shall be
a Kingdom of priests, a holy na-
tion…called the children of Israel”
(Ex. 19:5,6), and shall reign over
many nations (Deut. 15:6).  This
is the first use of the word “King-
dom” in the Scriptures.  This was
a Theocratic Kingdom under God
through Moses as its mediator.  At
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Mt. Sinai, God gave specific re-
quirements for Israel with prom-
ised blessings for obedience to all
His commandments (Ex. 15:26;
Deut. 11:22,23), and curses (pun-
ishment) for disobedience (Deut.
8:19, 11:28).  The Lord did not
choose Israel because of its num-
bers but “because the Lord loved
you” and had given His promise
to the patriarchs (Deut. 7:6-9).
“All the people answered together
and said: ‘All that the LORD has
spoken, we will do’” (Ex. 19:5-9).
God’s laws were promptly broken,
the people were judged, and His
laws were given again.

The Theocratic Kingdom con-
tinued after Moses’ death through
Joshua and then through the
Judges for about 450 years.  Some
of the judges were unfaithful.  The
people wanted “a king to judge us
like all the nations.”  The Lord said
to Samuel: “Hearken to the people,
they have not rejected you, but they
have rejected me, that I should not
reign over them” (I Sam. 8:3-22).
Samuel entreated: “the Lord your
God was your King” (I Sam. 12:12).
King Saul reigned for about 40
years but became proud and jeal-
ous, causing Israel much dis-
tress.  David was then chosen to
be king and to lead the Israelites
in conquest of their enemies.
David prophesied about the com-
ing Messiah, who would establish
a righteous kingdom on earth
(Acts 2:29-35).  In spite of failures,
David’s heart was “right” with
God; his sins were confessed and
forgiven (though judged).  He was
promised an Heir who would reign
eternally (II Sam. 7:16).

“God, who at sundry times and
in divers manners, spoke in times

past unto the fathers by the proph-
ets, has in these last days spoken
unto us by his Son, whom He has
appointed heir of all things, by
whom also He made the worlds”
(Heb. 1:1,2).  Some of the “myster-
ies of the Kingdom” were revealed
to His Apostles (Luke 8:11).  The
“mystery” (musterion) was “Hid in
God” (Eph. 3:5,9) until the “due
time” after Calvary.  It was “com-
mitted” first to Paul as a “stew-
ard” of the mysteries (Rom. 11:13;
I Cor. 4:1,2, 9:17; I Tim. 1:16; Titus
1:3) and through him, by the Spirit,
to the Apostles (Gal. 2:2) and to
his associates (called holy apostles
and prophets; Eph. 3:5).  These in-
clude Timothy, Titus, Appollos,
Barnabas, Silas, Sosthenes, and
some others.

Jesus came to fulfill the prom-
ises made to Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3,
17:1-14) and to David (II Sam.
7:16), which promises were con-
firmed “by the mouth of all His
holy prophets...since the world
began” (Luke 1:69,70; Acts 3:21;
Rom. 15:8).

This One, legally the “Seed” of
Abraham and the “Son of David,”
will establish a righteous Millen-
nial Kingdom on earth.  As the
reigning Messiah, all enemies will
be put under His feet.  He will have
crushed Satan, conquered death,
and will deliver this Kingdom to

“The ‘mystery’
(musterion) was

‘Hid in God’ (Eph.
3:5,9) until the ‘due
time’ after Calvary.”
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the Father, and will reign with
Him forever (John 17:6-12; I Cor.
15:24-28; Rev. 22:16) from the
throne of God and of the Lamb
(Rev. 11:15, 22:3-5).

Problems arise in understand-
ing which Kingdom is designated
unless we carefully distinguish
between: (1) The prophesied “King-
dom of God” (the Kingdom of
Heaven), also called the Messianic
Kingdom, and (2) God’s unproph-
esied “Kingdom of His dear Son”
(Col. 1:13), “the Church, the Body
of Christ” in the present dispensa-
tion of the grace of God (Eph. 3:2).
Both of these Kingdoms belong to
the Kingdom of God in its broader
sense.  (3) Sometimes the phrase
“Kingdom of...”, was used as a
simile, metaphor, or in a parable
(Matt. 13:3-53) with the mean-
ing revealed only to the Apostles.
These were all “fitting” to the pro-
phetic Kingdom, but some were re-
placed by new revelations under
Grace (after redemption by His
blood at Calvary; Eph. 1:7).

(1) The prophesied Messiah’s
Kingdom: Some have called this
the Davidic Kingdom because it is
primarily concerned with the eter-
nal Kingdom which was promised
to David (II Sam. 7:16) with Christ,
whom King David prophetically
called his “Seed,” “my Lord” (Psa.
110:1).  Jesus verified that He was
the object of that reference (Luke
20:41-44; John 4:25,26).  The
prophesied Messianic Kingdom
was “at hand” in the presence of
Israel’s Messiah during the earthly
ministry of Jesus with His dis-
ciples.  His mission was to convert
those chosen Israelites, who by
physical birth were the natural
children of Abraham (Matt. 15:24),

into those becoming children of
God by a spiritual new birth.  “The
natural man does not receive the
things of God, for they are foolish-
ness unto him; neither can he
know them, because they are spir-
itually discerned” (I Cor. 2:14).

“The Word was with God, and
the Word was God.”  “The Word was
made flesh and dwelt among us”
(John 1:1,14), “with all the fullness
of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9;
Rev. 19:13).  Jesus said: “He that
has seen Me has seen the Father”
(John 10:30, 14:9); “blessed are
they that have not seen, and yet
have believed” (John 20:29).  Jesus
said: “I am not sent but unto the
lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
“It is not meet to take the chil-
dren’s (Israel’s) bread and cast it
to dogs” (Gentiles) (Matt. 15:24,26).

(2) Paul called the unproph-
esied Kingdom of God in this
present age of grace, “the Church
(which is) the Body of Christ.”
This was also called the mystery,
because it was “kept secret since
the world began” until it was re-
vealed to him by the resurrected,
glorified Lord several years after
Calvary (Rom. 16:25; Gal. 1:11,12;
Col. 1:13,14).  This is a relation-
ship spiritually between Christ,
its heavenly Head, and redeemed
fellow-members of His body (Jew
and Gentile alike individually)

“The prophesied
Messianic Kingdom was

‘at hand’ in the presence of
Israel’s Messiah during the
earthly ministry of Jesus

with His disciples.”
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living on earth but having heav-
enly, rather than earthly promises
(Eph. 1:3,20, 2:5-7, 5:30; Titus 2:13).
This could also logically be called
Christ’s “Body Kingdom.”  Neither
term, “Davidic Kingdom” nor
“Body Kingdom,” is specifically so
translated from the original Scrip-
ture texts but may reasonably be
used for clarification of the refer-
ences.  In Paul’s epistles, his term
“Church of God” usually refers to
Christ’s “Body Church” and “Body
Kingdom” except when confirming
the historical facts of the “gospel
by which we are saved” (I Cor. 15:1-
4; Acts 9:20-22,27, 19:3-8).  The
“end-time” Kingdom will be deliv-
ered to God the Father, restoring
dominion forfeited by Adam’s sin
(Heb. 12:22,28; I Cor. 15:24).

When one is saved today, by
Grace through faith alone (in
Christ’s finished work at Calvary),
the Spirit places this member into
the unprophesied “Body Church”
as a new spiritual creation (I Cor.
12:13; II Cor. 5:17) and simulta-
neously translates him  into “The
Kingdom of His dear Son” (Col.
1:13,14).  This is not an entrance
into the prophesied Davidic King-
dom of God (properly called also
the Kingdom of Heaven).  That
Kingdom, with earthly blessings,
was promised to redeemed Israel
and it included proselytes to Ju-
daism (Acts 10:36-48).  The Apos-
tles had been instructed to pray for
the Messiah’s prophesied spiritual
Kingdom to come out of heaven,
and for its righteous conditions to
be established on earth (Matt.
6:10).  Since Christ’s ascension, the
Kingdom of God (of Heaven) in the
person of the Messianic King has
not been at hand.  In the future

Millennial and eternal Kingdoms,
Christ will reign with power and
great glory.

What difference does it make?
It should be remembered that
God did not make a covenant with,
or promise blessings directly to,
any Gentiles since the days of the
patriarchs, and that the Lord’s
earthly ministry was only to Israel
(Matt. 15:24; Rom. 15:8).  The Gen-
tiles were “strangers from Israel’s
covenants, without hope and with-
out God in the world.”  How thank-
ful we Gentiles should be for the
“But now in Christ Jesus” which
changed that hopeless state and
reconciled us to God (Eph. 2:12-16).

All our blessings, as believers
today, are spiritual, in heavenly
places (not earthly) in Christ Jesus
(Eph. 1:3).  We are fellow-members
in the Body Kingdom, without
gender or racial distinction.  “That
He might reconcile both (Jew and
Gentile) unto God in one body by
the cross” (Eph. 2:16).  The earlier
Bible teachers erred in claiming
some of Isaiah’s prophecies about
Israel, when there was no Israel
(between 70 A.D. and 1948), to
mean the present Body Church
and Body Kingdom.  We have no
right to select blessings prom-
ised to others in the Messianic
Kingdom and claim them in this
“present evil age” (Gal. 1:4).  God
always fulfills His promises to the
ones promised.

To Be Continued!

Endnotes
1. Alva J. McClain, “The Greatness of the

Kingdom,” p. 284.  Moody Press, Chicago, IL.
2. Renald E. Showers, “Foundations of

Faith,” Israel My Glory, Apr./May 1999, p. 28.
Friends of Israel Gospel Ministries Inc., P.O.
Box 908, Bellmawr, NJ 08099-0908.
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THIRD ANNUAL BIBLE CONFERENCE
OF THE FALLS BIBLE CHURCH

Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin

Dates: May 20-21, 2000

Theme: How Firm A Foundation

Speakers: To Be Announced!

For brochures, directions, accommodations, and
additional information, please contact:

Pastor Phil Robinson (262) 279-5784

All are warmly welcome!
And don’t forget to bring a friend!

SOUTHEAST BIBLE CONFERENCE
Smoky Mountain Spring Bible Conference

Dates: May 26-28, 2000

Location: Hendersonville, North Carolina

Topic: Speakers Choice!

Guest Speakers:
Curt Crist, Pastor of the Grace Bible Church

Mike Keshan, Pastor of the Kettle Moraine Bible Church
Dennis Kiszonas, Executive Director of Grace For Today

Paul M. Sadler, President of the Berean Bible Society

For brochures and directions, please contact:

Pastor Curt Crist (828) 693-5812

May God richly bless these meetings to the
Praise of His glory in Christ Jesus!
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AUDIO CASSETTE OFFER
By Paul M. Sadler

Theme: Three Bible Churches

Message 1: The Church in the Wilderness
Kingdom Promised (II Samuel 7 & Acts 7:38)

Message 2: The Kingdom Church
Kingdom at Hand (Matthew 16:13-18)

Message 3: The Church, Which is His Body
Kingdom Withdrawn (Ephesians 3:1-12)

Message 4: The Future Kingdom Church
Kingdom Promises Fulfilled (Revelation 1:1-20)

For a limited time we are offering two tapes on the subject of the
Church.  These messages were delivered at a Bible Conference spon-
sored by Grace Bible Church in Eau Claire, Wisconsin in the fall of
1997.  Since this series proved to be such a blessing, we thought per-
haps our readers would benefit from it as well.  Of course, it is our
prayer that this outreach will be to the praise of His glory.

Set of Two Tapes—Including Album

Special Price: $8.00

THIS OFFER ENDS MAY 31, 2000
Please enclose 10% to help us with postage and handling.  Heartfelt thanks!

BEREAN BIBLE INSTITUTE was founded
for the purpose of helping individual believers pre-
pare themselves for service to God.  We seek to do
this by providing a full program of Bible and min-
istry training that gives our students a working
knowledge of the whole Bible, grounds them in
sound doctrine, teaches them proper Bible study
methods, and shows them how to put their knowl-
edge to work in actual ministry.  If you have a heartfelt call to be
in the ministry, we hope you will consider attending BBI.

Don’t forget!  It’s just around the corner!
Fall Semester begins August 28, 2000

For information or an application contact: Dr. W. Edward Bedore,
PO Box 40, Germantown, WI 53022, or phone: (262) 255-4094,
fax: (262) 255-4195, e-mail: <berean@execpc.com>.
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*The picture of the lighthouse that appears on the front cover was taken
by Mr. Frank Reimer.  We are indebted to Frank for taking various photo-
graphs for us here at BBS.  The lighthouse is located in Superior, Wisconsin.

MAILING LIST:  Now and then we receive a request to add 30 or 40
names to our Searchlight mailing list.  Of course we are happy to oblige,
however, many times a number of those whom we’ve added write to
politely inform us that they would like to have their names removed.  Since
oftentimes they don’t understand the Word, rightly divided, they naturally
want to know who placed them on the mailing list.  We gladly supply the
name of the party, which usually places us both in the doghouse.  So then,
before sending along a list of names, please check with your loved ones
and friends to make sure they are interested in receiving the Searchlight.
This will help us to be better stewards of the Lord’s time and money.  Thanks
in advance for your helping hand!!

THE MIDWEST GRACE FELLOWSHIP  11th Annual Bible Conference
will be held June 2-4, 2000 at Miracle Hills Ranch.  The theme for these
meetings is Walking By Faith.  Pastor Richard Ware will be the guest speaker
this year.  For additional information, please contact: Pastor Ken Lawson
(217) 623-4014 or Dan Heyle (660) 425-6853.

BEREAN BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CONFER-
ENCE: If you are planning your summer itiner-
ary the Berean Bible Fellowship Conference
is scheduled to be held at the Cedar Lake Bible
Conference Center, Cedar Lake, Indiana on
June 17-22, 2000.  The theme this year is: That
Precious Deposit.  For reservations, please
contact the Cedar Lake Conference Center
(219) 374-5941.  For brochures and additional information, please con-
tact: Pastor Ivan Burgener (618) 344-6741.  More next month!

IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE LORD’S WORK:  If you have a burden to
see others reached for the grace of God after your homegoing, it is impor-
tant to plan ahead.  The gifts BBS has received from estates over the
years have helped us to replenish our supply of Things That Differ and/or
place books that are out of print back into print.  Should you be planning to
prepare your “Will” in the near future, prayerfully consider including the
Berean Bible Society.   This is one way to ensure that your legacy will be
used to the glory of God.  We should add that you might want to consider
naming a neutral Executor, such as your bank, to guarantee that your wishes
are honored.

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
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PRICE LIST
BIBLE STUDY BOOKS BY CORNELIUS R. STAM—FOUNDER

(Clothbound—Gold Stamped) Quantity
Acts, (Commentary) Volumes I & II ...................................................$18.00_______
Acts, (Commentary) Volumes III & IV (w/Bible Index) ...................... 18.00_______
Author’s Choice, The ..............................................................................   9.00_______
Baptism and the Bible ...........................................................................   8.00_______
I Corinthians (Commentary) ................................................................. 10.00_______
II Corinthians (Commentary) ............................................................... 10.00_______
Divine Election and Human Responsibility ........................................   8.00_______
Galatians (Commentary) ....................................................................... 12.00_______
Hebrews, Who Wrote It and Why? ........................................................   8.00_______
Lord’s Supper and the Bible, The .........................................................   7.00_______
Man, His Nature and Destiny ...............................................................10.00_______
Moses and Paul (w/Bible Index) ....... Special ’til May 31: $6.00 ........   7.00_______
Our Great Commission (w/Bible Index) ...............................................   8.00_______
Pastoral Epistles (Commentary) ........................................................... 10.00_______
Paul, His Apostleship and Message .... Special ’til May 31: $8.00 .....   9.00_______
Romans (Commentary) .......................................................................... 10.00_______
Satan In Derision ...................................................................................   9.00_______
Sermon on the Mount, The ....................................................................   8.00_______
Suggestions for Young Pastors ..............................................................   8.00_______
I & II Thessalonians (Commentary) .....................................................   9.00_______
Things That Differ (w/Bible Index) .......................................................   9.00_______
True Spirituality (w/Bible Index) .........................................................   9.00_______
Two-Fold Purpose of God, The ......... Special ’til May 31: $6.00 .........   7.00_______
Two Minutes With the Bible ................................................................. 10.00_______
50th Anniversary Memorial ..................................................................  Free_______

(Paperbacks)
No Other Doctrine ..................................................................................   5.50_______
Our Great Commission (w/Bible Index) ...............................................   5.50_______
Present Peril, The ...................................................................................   5.50_______
Satan In Derision ...................................................................................   5.50_______
Things That Differ (w/Bible Index) .......................................................   7.00_______

WRITINGS BY PAUL M. SADLER—PRESIDENT
(Clothbound—Gold Stamped)

Exploring the Unsearchable Riches of Christ (w/Bible Index) ........ $10.00_______
Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians (w/Bible Index) ...............................   14.00_______
Triumph of His Grace, The (w/Bible Index) .......................................   11.00_______
Are You Secure? (Booklet) ...................................................................     1.00_______
Historical Beginning of the Church, The (Booklet) ...........................     3.00_______
Institution of Marriage, The (Booklet) ...............................................     4.00_______
Trials and Temptations (Booklet) .......................................................     2.00_______
Water Rite, The (Booklet) ....................................................................     1.00_______

SPECIAL OFFERS
All 25 Clothbound Books by C. R. Stam,

Plus “The Present Peril,” “No Other Doctrine,”
and “Exploring the Unsearchable Riches of Christ” .................. $175.00_______

Set of Current Booklets by C. R. Stam .............................................     35.00_______
Set by C. R. Stam (Books and Booklets) ...........................................   210.00_______
Set on Acts by C. R. Stam (w/Bible Index) .......................................     30.00_______
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BIBLE STUDY BOOKLETS BY CORNELIUS R. STAM
Abiding Trinity ....................................................................................... $0.50_______
Ambassadors for Christ .........................................................................     .50_______
Ant and the Raven, The .........................................................................     .50_______
Charismatic Movement, The .................................................................     .50_______
Courage for the Conflict ........................................................................     .50_______
Faith of Christ, The ................................................................................     .50_______
Fulfillment ..............................................................................................     .50_______
Hope for the Bereaved ...........................................................................     .50_______
Lord’s Prayer, The ..................................................................................     .50_______
Love of Christ, The .................................................................................     .50_______
Methuselah and Paul .............................................................................     .50_______
Now is the Time .....................................................................................     .50_______
Our Oneness in Christ ...........................................................................     .50_______
Panoramic View of the Program of God, A ...........................................     .50_______
Pentecostal Signs Being Restored?, Are the ........................................     .50_______
Rapture of the Church, The ...................................................................     .50_______
Rome’s Greatest Blunder .......................................................................     .50_______
Simple As Can Be .......... (Spanish Translation also available) .........     .50_______
Sonship ....................................................................................................     .50_______
Standing, Walking and Running With Paul .........................................     .50_______
Truth Aflame ..........................................................................................     .50_______
Unanswered Prayer ........ (Spanish Translation also available) ........     .50_______
Unpardonable Sin, The ..........................................................................     .50_______
When the Lord Became Angry ..............................................................     .50_______
Why Was Christ Baptized? ....................................................................     .50_______
Will There Be Tears In Heaven? ...........................................................     .50_______
Answer to Catholicism, The ..................................................................   1.00_______
Apostolic Authority of the Twelve, The ................................................   1.00_______
Believer’s Walk, The ...............................................................................   1.00_______
Dimensions of the Mystery, The ............................................................   1.00_______
Early Ministry of Paul, The ...................................................................   1.00_______
God and Man ..........................................................................................   1.00_______
God’s Plan of Salvation Made Plain .....................................................   1.00_______
Knowledge of the Mystery, The .............................................................   1.00_______
Logic of the Plan of Salvation, The .......................................................   1.00_______
Lord’s Supper, The ..................................................................................   1.00_______
New Evangelicalism, The ......................................................................   1.00_______
Paradoxes and Puzzles ..........................................................................   1.00_______
Paul the Masterbuilder..........................................................................   1.00_______
Power of God versus The Power of the Occult, The .............................   1.00_______
Preaching of the Cross, The ...................................................................   1.00_______
Saul the Sinner and Paul the Boaster ..................................................   1.00_______
Seven Times a Failure ...........................................................................   1.00_______
That Blessed Hope .................................................................................   1.00_______
This is That .............................................................................................   1.00_______
Water Baptism .......................................................................................   1.00_______
We Know a Secret ..................................................................................   1.00_______
Writings of John .....................................................................................   2.00_______
Your Faith In God’s Word ......................................................................   2.00_______

20% off on any order of 25 or more CRS booklets of the same title

3/1/00—PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Orders up to $20.00, please add $2.00 for Postage and Handling
Orders over $20.00, please add 10% for Postage and Handling

*Foreign Orders Must be remitted in U. S. Currency



SPRING BOOK SALE

(No Substitutions)

THESE OFFERS END MAY 31, 2000
Orders up to $20.00, please add $2.00 for postage and handling.
Orders over $20.00, please add 10% for postage and handling.

*Foreign orders must be remitted in U. S. currency!

The Twofold
Purpose of God

By C. R. Stam

We highly recommend this par-
ticular work for those who are new
to the message of Grace.  Pastor
Stam effectively contrasts the two
programs of God in relation to the
death, burial and resurrection of
Christ.

CLOTHBOUND
GOLD STAMPED

SPECIAL PRICE:  $6.00

Moses and Paul
By C. R. Stam

Those who struggle with rightly
dividing the Word of truth will
find this volume most helpful.
Here Pastor Stam contrasts Law
and Grace and the two revelators
who were used of God to dispense
these truths.

CLOTHBOUND
GOLD STAMPED

SPECIAL PRICE:  $6.00
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“The pleasures of sin are for a season; but its wages are eternal.”
Thankfully those who trust Christ “have redemption

through His blood, the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of His grace.”


